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Definıition

The sımple nomiınal clause the clause that does NOL contaın anYy fınıte verb
orm-not CVOCNMN the verb h“Hyh It the sımple nomiınal clause contradıstinction
the complex nomiınal clause 1C has D finıte verb form the second

of the sentence, x-gatal Xx-yıgtol
ese definıtions do NO conform COMMON grammatıcal analysıs Contrary
mMoOost TamMmMmarıans 1n that first the verb hyh not copula but normal verb

1fs NOL optional INaıln sentence (see below) and second when
verb form takes the second the has the function of NOUN

phrase ıf used nomınal adverbial element of larger uniıt of the text
The basıc presupposıtlıo that COrrect syntactıc analysıs ımpossıble ıf ONEC
TEeEMAaıNs OUn the sentence eve. only the larger eve of the text AdICcC the
relatıonshıps between sentences correctly understood
In thıs shall define crıterıa and analyse order clarıfy the basıc
siructure of the SNC shall NnOoTt the SNC wıth 7r thıs would LEQULIE

by ıtself

Criterıia

In of monographiıc studıes the subject nobody able provıde
crıterıa that determiıne hat the subject and the predicate dIec the SNC TIhe
problem eft for the SLaAMMAAaAMAN decıde NOL always CaSYy task Another
unsolved problem the princıple 1C lıes behıind the ord order why
SsOMeLIMES fınd the order predıicate (P) subject (S) and sometımes
My assumptıon that the roblem of subject and predıicate solved Dy takıng infto
consıderatıiıon [WO basıc princıples fırst the tradıtional doctrine of unıversals and
partıiculars, and second the the sentence
In Arıstotelıan unıversals and partıculars correspond accıdental propertıes
and substances respectıvely

Detaıils of hıs eOorYy Can be found [WO recent books of the author: The Syntax of the
Verb ı Classıcal Hebrew Prose, Sheffield r and Lettura sıntattıca della ebraıco-
bıbliıca, Jerusalem

hope publısh SOON monographiıc study the SNC ı Bıblıcal Hebrew refraın
from biıblıographical ıst ere brief OVECIVICW of the Current research the verbless
clause avaılable INn Waldman The Kecent Study of the Hebrew Cincinnatı Wınona
ake 1989
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Sımple Nomuinal Clause Verbless Clause ın Bıbliıcal Hebrew Prose

Substances WEIC PCISONS thıngs of which accıdental properties (of quantıty, qualıty, relatıon,
actıon, place, state, etc.) could be predicated (or asserted) ın logically well-formed
proposıiıti0ns...
Proper 'g ell and phrases which ıdentify definıte PCISON thing (lıke
John, he and en AIC be regarded the most <substantival’ the mOSsL truly
‘nominal’ of the EXpPrESSIONS ın language (hence the tradıtional term ‘substantive? for
‘noun’), They are partıcular (or ‘sıngular’”) erms, denoting SOMIMNC definıte, InNndıvidudai substance.
Other words and phrases, includiıng indefiniıte. °common’ (man, book, etc.) and ‘abstract’

(goodness, eauty, etc:); ell verbs, adjectives and adverbs, arc unıversal (or
‘general’) erms: they do not of themselves denote indıyvıdual substances (unless they AI

syntactically determined, ın the descriptive specıfication of indıvıdual, the OVer

there), but they denote eıther class of iındıvyvıduals qualıties, states, actıons, . which may
be assocıated wıth individuals.®
In princıple, substances (or particulars) function subject whiıle accıdental
properties (or unıversals) function predıicate.
The other maın princıple of MY analysıs 15 that the first position of the
belongs the predicate In Bıblical Hebrew. already have applıed thıs princıiple
the senfifence wıth finıte verb form.* Accordingly, senfence 1S predicative hen the
finıte verb form 15 Oun rg al the beginning of ıt; ıt 15 nomiınal when the finıte
verb form takes the second posiıtion (LE CNC) hope ShOW that, mutatıs
mutandıs, thıs SAaImnıc princıiple applıes the sentence wıithout finıte verb form (Le
d SNC)
1wo INOIC specıfications dICc needed at thıs poıint. Fırst, distinction 15 be made
between "ınmarked" and .  mark sentences; second, pecıal sentence 15 be
efined 1C shall be termed "presentatıve".

definıtion of unmarked and marked 15 ormally gıven by resorting
tradıtional ogıcal distinction of subject and predicate".> In 1DI1ca Hebrew, the
ollowıng definıtiıon Can be gıven: hen the fiırst posıtıon of the sentience 1S taken Dy

eXpression belonging the class of the predicate the sentence 15 predicatıve,
unmarked, neutral; the Contrary, hen the fırst posıtion 15 taken Dy
eXxpression NnOL belonging the class of the predicate, the sentence 15 NON-

predicatıve, marked, detaıl-oriented. In the fiırst CasS-C, class and function
coıncıde sınce the emphasıs falls expression IC 15 destined function
the predicate Dy ıts W nature, and therefore the ınformatıon 15 eneral (1t states
G,  what the subject In the second CaS-c, the CONLTAaTY, class and function
dıverge because the emphasıs falls expression 1C 15 nOot expected
function d the predicate, and therefore the informatıon 15 NOL eneral but
concerned ıth certaın etia 15 the subject’, ‘how dıd somethıng
happen hope that thıngs become clear later
Presentative sentences AI clearly discernıble Dy theır specıfic word order and
semantıc setting. "Presentative" 15 NnOL the usual termınology In Englısh, however.
Presentative sentitence has been clearly described in talıan and French In talıan ıt

‚yons, Introduction Theoretical Linguistics, Cambridge eic. 1968, &.1  \
See ofte
See ‚yons, Semantıcs S Cambrıdge BEC. 1977, 12.7, 5()2.
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Alvıero Nıccaccı

15 sometiımes marked by CL SONO, In French by ıl d, C  est; VOILCI, voilda.© In Englısh
there m1g| correspond the "there construction" a  oug ıt 15 NOL analyse In thıs
WaYy by grammarlans./ Ihe promiınent eature of the presentatıve sentence 15 that
the subject takes the second position instead of the fırst (as in the normal word
order). Its specıfic setting 15 description noft evaluatıon (as in predicatıve
sentence). The peaker describes what he er (1ın realıty 0)48 in dream), he

present even 1C appene the past far dWdYy from ımself
and/ irom the lıstener. In Englısh thıs type of sentence 15 indıcated d

"descriptive" (J Lyons), "descriptive statemen ( Searle), "proposıtıon" (3
Austin).®
Iype of SNC

By combinıing the [WO maın princıiples have Just described, 1.e. classes of ubject
and predicate, and posıtion ın the sentence, all types of SNCS Can be described and
accounted for. The [WO basıc types of SNC are follows: type 17 ıth word order

&M and Lype 2 wıth ord order
Type 1S predicatıve sentence It 18 unmarked neutral when belongs the
class of the predicate; ıt 15 marked hen ıt does NOL belong thıs class. Thıs
that hen element noTt belonging the class of the predicate takes the first
position, ıt bears the emphasıs and ıt functions the predicate of the
TIhe element belonging the class of the predicate 15 then emoted function
the ubject

(1) Lev 11°35 (P) [m "ym (S) mM
(Everything upOnNn which part of theır Car CcCass chall fall...) they arc unclean..

(2) 1Kgs 20:32 (P) °“hy (S) hw
(Ben-hadad...) he 15 brother.

These [WO examples illustrate dıfferent erms belonging the class of the predıicate
(unıversals): adjective and CoOomMMOnN NOUN respectively. These dICc unmarked,
plaın sentences because the predicate 15 term belonging the class of the
predicate.
Note, however, that particular erms denoting iındıyıdual substances Can also
function shown In the ollowıng examples:

(3) Dit 3:21b (P) "ynyk (S) hr z# kl- 5  h yhıwh Ihykm
(To Joshua sald...) It 15 YOUr CYCS which ave SCCH all that Yahweh YOUT God (dıd
those [WO kıngs...)

(4) Gen 27:16 | (P) F "hy (S) "nky mbgqg$
(Gen 310 What AIC yOUu lookıng for?) It 1S brothers that looking for.

See Renzı (ed.) (Grande grammatıca ıtalıana dı consultazıone, Bologna 1988, 36-37, and
B Chevalıer el al (ed.) Grammaıre Larousse du francaıs contemporaın, Parıs 1964, SS
121.125

According Huddleston, Introduction the Tammar of Englısh, Cambridge eic.
1984, 14. 7, thıs "dummy there 15 the subject of the sentence.

See index at the end of the respectiıve books ‚yOons, Semantıcs, 1') Searle, Speech
Acts, Cambrıidge eiCc. 1969; Austın, How Do Things ıth Words, (OQxford New ork
1975
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Sımple Nomuinal Clause Verbless Clause ın Biblical Hebrew Prose

(5) Gen 29:4 (P) yn (S) "tm
(P) mhrn (S) "nhnw

(Jacob saıd the shepherds ere arc YOU from? ey sald:) From Harran AI

Xamples (3) (5) ıllustrate where particular term (a substantive ıth
personal PFrONOUN in (3) and (4) prepositional phrase in 5)) functions 4S

predicate. In all three the informatıon 15 nOL general, unmarked, neutral, but
rather detail-oriented, 0)4 marked It states who the subject 15 in (3), wh the object
15 in (4) and the place fifrom where in (5) mphasıs falls In the fırst element of the

1.€e€. ıt 15 the predicate. In examples (3) and (4) fınd partıicıple (hr ‚t,
mb)q5$, respectively) whiıch belongs the class of the predicate. ecause of ıts
posıtion in the second place, thıs partıcıple 15 emoted the role of subject;? iın (5)

prepositional phrase, 1C 15 ormally nOoL classıfıed predicate, 15 promoted
the role of the predicate.

Iype of SNC

Iype shows word order In thıs ASCc the 15 emoted irom ıts eadıng
function In the Thıs happens In circumstantıal and In presentatıve SNCS
The fact that the circumstantıal SNC cshows the ord order 15 well known.
One example 1S enough:

(6) 15m 17:41 w yIk hplSt y hIk wqarb ”I-dwd
(S) wh ’ y$ n$” hsnh (P) Ipnyw

The Phıiılıstine ame O! continually getting closer Davıd, whıle the shıield-bearer Was

in front of hım

The clearest aAaASec of the presentative sentence 15 that of SOMMCONC introducing
hımself the lıstener (as In the so-called "self-presentation formulas"):

(7) Gen 28:13 (S) nYy (P) yhwh Ihy "hrhm 'byk w ”Ihy YSNq
(God saıd Jacob:) Yahweh the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac.

Wıth the Sd1I1lec type fıind the Casc of OMIMNECONC introducing 1r
the lıstener (8) describing something whiıch 15 happening in that VE MOMEeNT

(9), reporting SOMEC 10) OT submitting the lıstener proposıtion of his
OW (11)

(8) Gen 24:65 my-h”y$S hhlk hSdl [gr "tnw
(S)Simple Nominal Clause or Verbless Clause in Biblical Hebrew Prose  (5) Gen 29:4  (P) m’’ yn  (S) ’°tm  (P) mhrn  (S) ’nhnw  (Jacob said to the shepherds ...) Where are you from? (They said:) From Harran are  WEe.  Examples (3) - (5) illustrate cases where a particular term (a substantive with a  personal pronoun in (3) and (4), a prepositional phrase in (S)) functions as a  predicate. In all three the information is not general, or unmarked, or neutral, but  rather detail-oriented, or marked. It states who the subject is in (3), who the object  is in (4), and the place from where in (5). Emphasis falls in the first element of the  sentence, ie. it is the predicate. In examples (3) and (4) we find a participle (hr ”f,  mbq$, respectively) which belongs to the class of the predicate. Because of its  position in the second place, this participle is demoted to the role of subject;? in (5)  a prepositional phrase, which is normally not classified as predicate, is promoted to  the role of the predicate.  Type 2 of SNC  Type 2 shows a word order S - P. In this case the P is demoted from its leading  function in the sentence. This happens in circumstantial and in presentative SNCs.  The fact that the circumstantial SNC shows the word order S - P is well known.  One example is enough:  (6) 1Sm 17:41  wylk hpl$ty hlk warb ”Il-dwd  (S) wh”y$ n$° hsnh | (P) Ipnyw  The Philistine came on, continually getting closer to David, while the shield-bearer was  in front of him.  The clearest case of the presentative sentence is that of someone introducing  himself to the listener (as in the so-called "self-presentation formulas"):  (7) Gen 28:13  | (S) ’ny  | (P) yhwh °”Ihy °brhm °byk w”Ihy yshq  (God said to Jacob:) I am Yahweh the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac.  With the same sentence type we find the case of someone introducing a third party  to the listener (8), describing something which is happening in that very moment  (9), reporting on some event (10), or submitting to the listener a proposition of his  own (11):  (8) Gen 24:65  my-h?y$ hhik b$dh Iqr°tnw  (S) ... hw?  | (P) °dny  (Rebekah said to the servant:) Who is that man that is walking in the field to meet us?  (He answered:) He is my master.  (9) Gen 38:13  | (S) hnh hmyk  | (P) “!h tmnth Igz s°nw  (It was reported to Tamar as follows:) Behold your father in law is going up to Timnah  to shear his sheep.  (10) Nb 11:27  | (S) "dd wmydd  | (P) mtnb?ym bmhnh  (A young man reported to Moses as follows:) Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the  camp.  9 The ‘subject’ is an embedded SNC in (4) with ’nky as the (grammatical) S and mbq3 as the  (grammatical) P.  249hw (P) "dny

(Rebekah saıd the servant:) Who 15 that INa hat 15 walkıng ın the fheld meel us?
(He answered:) He 15 master.

(9) Gen 38:13 (S) hnh hmyk (P) “Ih MNn 22 s ”NW
(It Was reported JTamar follows:) Behold yOUur father ın law 15 going Tımnah

chear hıs sheep.
(10) 11°27 / (S) ”Idd wmydd (P) ntnb ym bmhnh

INa  - reported Moses follows:) Eldad and Medad Ar prophesyıng ın the
Camp.

The ‘subject’ 1S embedded SNC in (4) ıth >  nky the (grammatıcal) and mbq$ the
(grammatıcal)
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(11) Gen 19:31 (S) bynw (P) Zn
(S) yS (P) >  yn rS Ibw” "Zynw

(The firstborn saıd the yOUNgeCIr daughter of Lot:) OQur father 15 old and there 15
INan the couniry (80)091% nto

We conclude that the normal ord order of the predicatıve independent SNC 15
exactly the corresponding wıth finıte verb orm The first

element of the SNC functions the predıicate and ıt the emphasıs falls If the
first element belongs the class of the predicate, the SNC 15 unmarked, otherwise
ıt 15 marked, 1.€. ıt communiıcates ınformatıon not In eneral erms but stressing
only eia of ıt. When, however, the SNC 15 presentative (independent
cırcumstantıal (dependen the normal word order 15 No emphasıs falls
the fiırst element of the presentative sentence SIMpIYy because the 15 noft
predicatıve, 1.e. there 15 predicatıve XU. In ıt between (grammatiıcal) subject
and (grammatical) predicate. In fact, the presentatıve communıiıcates
information in WaYy (see NnextT sect10n). No emphasıs talls In the first element
of the ciırcumstantıal SNC, eıther. In fact, the effect of the ciırcumstantıal SNC 1$
demote the predıicate us makıng the whole sentence syntactically dependent)
sımply by putting the subject In the fırst posıtıon.
Presentatıive and predicatıve SNC

It 15 advısable sShow the dıfference between predicatıve and presentatıve SNC DYy
of examples:

(12) Gen 24:23 (P) bt-my (S)
Gen 24:24 (P) bt-btw ”] (P) nky
(Abraham’s servant asked:) Whose daughter AI you? e  e  a answered:) daughter
of Bethuel

(13) Gen 21:32 (P) (S) ”th
(S) nYy (P) bnk bkrk SW

(Isaac asked:) Who AI you? (Jacob answered:) yOUr firstborn Esau.

In (12) complete repIiy WOU. Iso be sımply ht-btw ;l, whıiıle ıIn (13) ıt WOU be
bhnk bkrk SW It 1S clear that these [WO NOUN phrases dIe the predıicate. In 12)
fınd predicatiıve sentence, wıth the ord order : since ıt states ualıty of
the ubject On the CONLTAaTY, (13) 1s presentative SInce ıt sımply reveals
the ıdentity of the INa  — who 15 comıng along. In (12) Rebekah states somethıng of
herself whıle INn 13) aC0o sımply ımself (falsely!).
We Can NO understand the varıant ord order of ıdentical SNCSs such the
ollowıing:

(14) Gen 26:20 W yr yow ( STtT m P YSAq I °mr
(P) Inw (S) mym

The shepherds of (Gjerar Stirove ıth the shepherds of Isaak sayıng: (Jurs 18 the water!
(15) 1Kgs 2:14 mr

(S) dbr (P) Iy "Iyk
(Adonıjah) saıd (to Bath-sheba): ave somethiıng 5SdYy (‘a word’) yOU,

(16) Lev 11:35 (P) [ ym (S) M
wim "ym yhıyw m
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Sımple Nomuinal Clause Verbless Clause in Bıblical Hebrew Prose

(Everything upONn which part of theır Carcass shall fall...) they AIcC unclean and unclean
they should be ntio YOU.

(17) (S) "nhnw (P) [ ym
(The INC)  } who had become unclean because of touching COTDSC saıd Moses:) We
aAIc unclean...

Sınce in 14) the [WO of shepherds AI arguing ON  ® agaınst the other, the
preposıtional phrase Inw clearly states claım the wafifer Ihe prepositional
phrase 15 the predicate and takes the fırst position. Thiıs word order 15 distinctive of
the predicatıve (P S On the CONLTAaTY, such claım In (15)
where the peaker SIMpIYy NNOUNCEC: that he has something Sd y the addressee.
TIhe word order 15 therefore that of the presentatiıve (S P) and nOf that
of the predicatıve 0)el  ® Accordingly, 16) 15 d predicatıve SNC wıth the word order

whıiıle 17) 15 presentatıve wıth the ord order Ihe context, ın
fact, Justifies thıs analysıs. In Lev 11 God 15 giving instructions concerning DUIC and
impure anımals. Startıng from 4b, the structure of several sentiences 15 A follows

description ("As for thıs and H184 d pendens ollowed by statement (
15 clean”, lllt 15 unclean"). Ihe statement consısts of SNC of the predıicatıve Lype
avıng the adjective 4 unclean"”, OTr thwr "cClean" INn the fırst position, and
independent personal DTONOUN In the second position. The adjective belongs the
class of the predicate and functions the predicate; the PrIONOUN, ıfs part,
belongs the class of the subjects and functions such. Every such sentfence

CONVCYS verdıict food matftters
Ihe second sentence of 16) 15 NO SNC ıth the copula but COCNC of the type
waw-X-yıgqtol. Thıs 15 ON of the clearest examples that contradıcts the analysıs of
the verb hyh copula (see below). Otherwise, ıt WOU be rather dıfficult
explain the repetition of the amn sentence In (16) 1S, 1ın fact, repetition SinCce
the second sentfence 15 totally dıfferent The (WwaW-X-) yıqgtol has Jussıve force ın

the declaratıve force of the preceding SN!  Q ey dIC unclean and they
must be unclean for you  " Thıs Same typ e of sentence 15 OUuUnNn in Lev 111011 and
Ex 3():32
In wıth (16) the SNC of (17) 15 nOoL predicatıve. Ihe people wh: spea
have already undergone impurıty. They AIC not ISSUINg statement themselves;
rather they AICc presenting theır Moses that solution Can be oun
allowıng them celebrate the

SNC VC| sımılar (3) 15 OUnN:! ın Gen 45:12

(18) Gen 45°12 (S) nn "nykm (P) wtf
(S) W ny “hy bnymyn (F3
(P) Ky-DY (S) ımn Iykm

(Joseph saıd hıs brethren:) And, behold, yOoUur CYCS SCC, do the CYCS of brother
Benjamın, that ıt’s mouth that speaks nio yOU.

Gen 45°:172 consısts of three SNCSs, the fırst showıng the word order (in
the second fınd ellıpsıs of the P, 1C| 15 the AaIne d the preceding). They
dIiC presentative sentences the context sShows. In order hıs brethren,
Joseph invıtes them consıder hat they SCC wıth theır OW) CYCS (note the

of hnh 1C 15 characteristic of vıisual experience). On the CONLTraTY, 1n (3)
the emphasıs the fırst term YNyKM, 1C| consequently has the function
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of the predicate, and the ollowıng particıple hr functions the subject, wıth
particular artıcle characteristic Of the subject. Here find, therefore, complete
reversal of roles: the substantıve 1C: 15 ormally subject functions the
predicate, and the participle 1C 15 normally predicate functions the subject.
The amme of sentence 15 OUuUnNn: ın Dt 4:3; 1128 It also CCUTS 1n the 1r SNC
of 18) where the substantıve py functions the predicate and the partıcıple
agaın wıth particular artıcle!) functions the subject.

sentence of the Lype f  nYy personal NOUN\N, ||I N.N.”", represents the basıc
pattern of the presentative SNC showing the ord order In specificy
however, the syntactic function of the [WO members changes. Tom the Context ıt 15
clear that iın the ollowıng examples A  nYy 15 NnOL the subject but the predicate:

(19) 1S5m 9:18 mr hgydh-n [y
(P) zh (S) b yt hr°h

1Sm 0:19 n SINW ”]
(P) ,  nky (S) hr ”h

(Saul) saıd Please tell IM which 1S the seer’s house?
Samuel answered: It’s the CT

Clearly, the SNC of 1S5m 0:19 15 nOoTt presentative but predicative. Samuel does NnOL

sımply iıdentify ımself; rather he qualifies ımself the ONC Saul 15 ookıng for
Thıs SNC 15 NOL "self-presentation or  lu The 1S irue sometımes ıth the
sentience nYy yhıwh meanıng "  ıt’s Yahwe 1.e the only on  4” capable of
eing in the future hat Was In the pastl. 15 then "formula f incomparable-
ness”, have sShown elsewhere.10

Word order iın circumstantıal SNC

In ciırcumstantıal SNC the ord order 18 prevalent but DYy
mandatory. Consıder the following examples:

(20) Gen 24:29 wirbah h
(S) WS$IMNW (P) Ihn

NOw, Rebekah had brother whose ame«e WAas Laban (‘whıle his ame Was Laban’).
(21) 15m 17:4 W YS "yS-bnym mmhnwt plsStym

cf. 17023 (P) gl yl (S) SINW
champıon am Outl of the Ca D of the Phılıistines whose amn Was Golıath (‘whıle

Golıath Was hıs name’).
dıfference between (20) and (21) 15 the absence of Wa  < In the latter before the

SNC ZLy $mMW, A compared S INW Ibn) but thıs makes dıfference ın erms of
Waw does NOL affect the function of the sentence, exactly ıt does NnOT

affect sentence ıth fınıte verb form except of COUISC hen ıt 15 constituent of
the verb form tself, 1.e. wayyıgtol, gatal, and yıqtlo 15 reasonable A4SSUMEC

that In (20) and (21) the New informatıon, 1.e the predicate, 15 the personal Namc

In both the SNC WI wıthout WaW) indıcates background ınformatıon
elated the preceding In (20) thıs 15 another SNC introducing

10 NSee Esodo 3,14a ‘10 Saro quello che ero parallelo eg1Z1aN0, FrancLA 3 9 1985, 726
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Sımple Nomuinal Clause Verbless Clause In Bıblical Hebrew Prose

antecedent informatıion previous story;*}' In 21) the ciırcumstantıal SNC 15
elated the preceding first eve. verb form wayyıatol. Thıs INCanNls (as already
mentioned) that ciırcumstantıal SNC Can have both the word order and
Further examples of the type AICc Gen 386:1,2; for the Lype Can

Z7Sm 20:21 and 1Kgs 13  N
The circumstantial function Can also be expressed by the conjunction Ky. When thıs
happens, the SNC has the ord order do nOoL have complete evidence
sShow that thıs word order 15 mandatory. In the ollowing examples the cırcumstance
15 expressed by both WAaW SNC and the conjunction ky SN!  © In the fırst AS5C

the word order 15 P in the second ıt 15

w ySIh ySrT A0 "t-ymynw w ySt SIn "prym(22) Gen 48:14
(S) whw (P) hs yr
t-5m "Iw *J-r 7 n$h $k1 t-yd yw
(P) Ky mnsh (S)

Israel estretched ouf hıs right hand and pul ıt upon Ephraim’s head who Was the
YVOUNgCT, and hıs eft hand (he put) upOoN Manasseh’s head, thus guiding hıs hands
purposely because Manasseh Was the firstborn.

(23) 20272 w yhır- "Ihym
(P) Ky IW (S) hw”
w yt ysb ml yhıwh hdrk k$i w
(S) whw (P) rk cl_ "tnw
(S) wSny N r yw (P) MW

God’s J4 Wäas kındled because he Wäas gomng (with the MESSCHACIS of Balak). The
angel of Yahweh stood ın the WaYy adversary agaınst hım whıle he Was riding upDON
hıs aASS, and hıs [WO servants WEIC ıth hım

IThese [WO WdYy>S of expressing cCırcumstance AdIe equally effective. The conjunction
makes thıngs explıcıt, of COUTISC. But the SNC alone effectively CXDTESSCS the

cırcumstance sımply by ıts word order In fact, term which 15 normally
predicate 15 indıcated function the subject sımply by takıng the second posıtı1on
of the sentifence ASs CONSEQUENCC, the sentfence ıtself becomes dependent and thus
ıt Can CXDI CSS circumstance of the maın

The SNC A wo-member construction

Contrary what 15 ormally assumed, the essentıal constituents of the SNC. diC

only [W  O the predicate and the ubject TIhe copula 15 nOL Caltegory of the 1DI1CcCa
Hebrew Thıs conclusıon 18 drawn irom [WO facts first, the verb hyh ehaves

an Yy other verb and nOTL the copular verbs; second, the PrFrONOUN (personal
independent demonstratıve) 1C 15 sometimes OUuUn In the SNC does nOoTLt
function copula, eıther.
As have cshown elsewhere, the sıtuatiıon of the verb hyh 15 NnOL comparable ıth
that of the copular verbs of the classıcal languages 1C| aAIc optional elements of
the sentence.12 The sıtuatıon of erb hyh 15 dıfferent sınce ıts (WECULFTEACE ın the

11 Antecedent iınformatıon CONVCYS the setting of the following Examples of dıfferent
erb forms and constructions sed ıIn thıs function AI gıven In mM Yy book, The yniaX, SS 1 '9 19,
91)
12 See: Niccaccı, Sullo sintattıco del verbo hayd, FrancLA 40) 1990, 9-72'  n
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sentftence 15 governed by definıte rules. It 15 mandatory hen there 15 need
indıcate tıme setting for the informatıion 1C) 15 dıfferent irom the present. The
SNC indıcates present setting by tself; for past and future settings finıte verb
form (gatal and yıqtol, respectively) 15 needed In the SNC form of hyh 15 Oun
SIıMpIy because the partıiciple of thıs verb 1S NOL used in Bıiblical Hebrew (1t 15 only
OUnN! Ex %33 When finıte verb form of hyh u  'g have eiıther verbal

(1f the verb form 15 in the fırst posıtion) CNC (if the verb form 15 in
the second posıt1on), nOot (verbless) SN!  O Ihe nomiınal complement OUnN! uıth
the verb hyh functions predicatiıve complement sSince ıt completes the
predication of the verb. In fact, ın such hyh 15 verb of incomplete
predication (1t Can also be n fuun verb of complete predication, In Gen 1:3)
Ihe analysıs of SNC where three members OCCUT 15 atter of debate Ihe 1r
member 15 d  » PrFrONOUN, personal demonstrative. ccordıing Ome authorities, ıt
15 "pleonastiıc ummy pronoun';  M, accordıng others, ONC of the members 15
"focus". For instance: 7 SW hw” "dwm (Gen 36:8) Can be analyse d follows "Esau

he) 15 Edom" (FE subject pleonastic PrONOUN predicate), ” As for Esau, he
15 Edo  m (1e focus ubject predicate). !$ Still other authorities take the
PrFrONOUN function the copula.

Driver 15 ON  e of the few authors who fınd hard accept the exıstence of the
copula in 1DI1CcCa Hebrew. Driver’s analysıs of the evidence 15 NnOTL wıthout flaws but
ıt 15 sound ın thıs respeclT. He also refers OInNnc 1C) beautifully
demonstrate, in IMYy Op1ınıon, the non-exıstence of the copula.!“ Some of the relevant

AIC follows (note that the pendens 15 ındıcated pd")
(24) Dit pd) wyd Z hywm Ky yhwh "Ihyk

(P) hw (S) ha Ober Ipnyk
pd) ”"wkIh
(P) hw (S) ySmydımn
(P) whw (S) ykny m I pnyk

And yYOUu shall experience today that Yahweh yOUur God, ıt’s Hım that 15 about
IVCI before YOU, consuming fıre, it’s Hım hat wiıll destroy them, ıt’s Hım hat wıll
bring them down before YOU

Ihe parallelısm between (verbless) SNC (hw” ha Ober Ipnyk) and CNCS (hw”
ySmydm, whw ykny DNYK, ıth finıte verb form In the second posit1on) 15
instructive. It ShOows that the PFrONOUN cannot be taken pleonastic, copula.
Understandably, thıs analysıs 1$ impossiıble ıth ollowıng fıinıte verb form.
Rather, the-pronoun 15 the predicate, the subject eing, In the fırst instance,
participle (ha “Ober, ıth partıcular artıcle). In the other [WO instances the role of
the subject 15 played Dy finıte verb form. Ihe SNC shows the ord order
ıth total reversal of roles sınce hat 15 ormally ubject functions predicate,
and ViICce
er ıth the SdINec senfence structure Can be quoted:

13 See Waltke U’Connor, An Introduction Bıbliıcal Hebrew yntax, Wınona
ake 1990, 131

Drıiver, Treatise the Use of the JTenses in Hebrew and ome Other Syntactical
Questions, Oxford 1892, SS 198-201
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(25) Dt 31:3 pd) yhwh "Ihyk
(P) hw (S) Ober DNYy
(F} hw (S) ySmYı "t-hgwym h ”IhSimple Nominal Clause or Verbless Clause in Biblical Hebrew Prose  (25) Dt 31:3  (pd) yhwh ”Ihyk  (P) hw?  (S) “Ober Ipnyk  (P) hw?-  (S) ySmyd °t-hgwym h°Ih ...  (pd) yhw3“  | (P) Aw?  | (S) “Ober Ipnyk...  Yahweh your God, it’s Him that is about to go over before you, it’s Him that will  destroy those peoples (from before you, so that you shall inherit them). Joshua, it’s him  that is about to go over before you (as Yahweh promised).  (26) Dt 31:8  (pd) wyhwh  (P) hw?  (S) hahölek I pnyk  (P) hw?  (S) yhyh “mk  And Yahweh your God, it’s Him that is about to march before you, it’s Him that will be  with you.  (27) Jos 22:22  (pd) ” ”Ihym yhwh *”I ”"Ihym yhwh  (P) hw?  (S) yodea“  (pd) wySr ”I  (P) hw?  | (S) yeda“  The God of the gods Yahweh, the God of the gods Yahweh, it’s Him that knows; and  Israel, it’s him that shall know.  (28) Jos 23:3b  (pd) ky yhwh ”Ihykm  (P) hw?  | (S) hannilhäm Ikm...  Jos 23:5a  (pd) wyhwh ”Ihykm  (P) hw?  | (S) yhdpm mpnykm  Because Yahweh your God, it’s Him that fought for you...  And Yahweh your God, it’s Him that shall expel them from before you.  In all these examples we find a personal pronoun functioning as the predicate, the  structure of the sentence being as follows: casus pendens, P - S. The pronoun can  also function as the subject and the sentence pattern can change; e.g., Casus  pendens, S (pronoun) - P (as in 29), and casus pendens, P - S (pronoun) (as in 30).  (29) Gen 36:8b  (pd) "Sw  (S) hw?  | (P) ’dm  As for Esau, he is Edom.  (30) Gen 41:25  (pd) hlwm pr h  (P) ’hd  | S) nw?  Gen 41:26  (pd) b“ prt htbt  | (P) 3b° $nym  | (S) hnh  (pd) w&b“ $blym htbt  | (P) 3b° $nym  | (S) hnh  (pd) hlwm  (S) hw?  | (P) °hd  (Joseph said to the Pharaoh:) The dream of the Pharaoh, it is one. (...)  The seven good cows, they are seven years, and the seven good ears, they are seven  years. The dream, it is one.  Demonstrative pronouns behave in the same way as the personal pronouns. They  can function as the predicate, thus being related to what follows ("cataphoric  pronouns") (31), or they can function as subjects, thus being related to what  precedes ("anaphoric pronouns") (32).  225pd) yhw$”
(P) hw” | (S) Ober DNY

Yahweh yOUTr God, ıt’s Hım that 15 about VT before YOUM, ıt’s Hım that will
destroy ose peoples (from before YOU, that YOU <hall inherit them). Joshua, ıt’s hım
that 15 about VvVer before YOUu (as Yahweh promised).

(26) Dt 31:8 pd) w yhw.
(P) hw (S) haholek DNYy
(P) hw (S) yhıyh mk

Yahweh yOUI God, ıt’s Hım that 15 about march before yOU, ıt’s Hım that wiıll be
wıth yOU.

(27) Jos AT pd) - "Ihym yhwh "Ihym yhwh
(P) hw (S) yodea”
pd) W ySr “
(P) hw (S) yeda

The God of the gods Yahweh, the God of the gods Yahweh, ıt’s Hım that KNOWS; and
Israel, it’s hım that shall NOW.

(28) Jos 23:3b pd) ky yhwh "Ihykm
(P) hw (S) hannılham m

Jos 23:5a pd) wyhwh "Ihykm
(P) hw (S) ipm mpnykm

ecause Yahweh YOUT God, 1t’s Hım that fought for yYOU.
And Yahweh yOUr God, ıt’s Hım that c<hall expel them from before yOUu

In all these examples fınd personal PrONOUN functionıng the predicate, the
SiIruciure of the eing d follows pendens, Ihe PrONOUN Can

also function the subject and the sentftence pattern Can change; C.B.,
pendens, (pronoun) (as In 29), and pendens, (pronoun) (as in 30)

(29) Gen 36:8b pd) SW
(S) hw” (P) ”dm

for Esau, he 1S dom
(30) Gen 41:25 pd) wm Dr

(P) °n | (S) hw
Gen 41  > pd) $h pri

(P) $nym (S) hnh
pd) w$b “ Sblym
(P) S3 $nym (S) hnh
pd) hiwm

(S) hw(P)
(Joseph salı the Pharaoh:) The dream of the Pharaoh, ıt 1S ONC. (ü3
The good COW5, they aATC „ and the good CaTs, they arc

The dream, ıf 15 ON

Demonstratıve behave in the amme WäaYy the personal They
Can function the predicate, thus eing elated hat follows ("cataphorıc
pronouns") 31) 0)4 they Can function d subjects, thus eing elated hat
precedes ("anaphoric pronouns") (32)
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(31) Gen S° 1 (P) zh (S) 5 DT ”"dm
Gen 20:13 (P) zh (S) hsd t°Sy  s md y.
Gen 25:12 (P) } (S) tldt ySm . bn- "brhm
The following the book of the generations ofdam
The followıing 15 the kındness that YOUu chall show ni{o

the following aAIc the generations of Ishmael SOM of Abraham...
(32) (Gien 2771 (P) ”th (S) zh bny & E,  SW

'm-1 (P)
Gen 217:24 (S) zh bny(P) "th

(P) ny S)
Gen 22:73 (P) mhnh "Ihym (S) zh
(Isaac saıd Jacob: Come Car that miıght feel you) whether yOUu arc (thıs, Ve.)
SOM Esau, (you are) 1(0)1 (my SOM Esau)
Are yOu (thıs, LE.) SOM Esau?
(Jacob answered:)
(Jacob saıd:) 0d’s Cam p 15 hıs.

The repIy nYy alone) iın Gen 217:24 confirms that the personal PrFrONOUN iın the fırst
position of the functions the predicate whiıle the demonstrative
PrONOUN functions the subject. The personal NOUN 15 ın apposition ıth the
subject. The SAamMme pattern in the ollowıng examples:

(33) 2Sm w“th "dny yhwh
(P) “ (S) hw Ihym

2Chr (P) -  th (S) MW. bkI mmlkwt hegwym
And NO Lord Yahweh, it’s yYOU (1t, ve) the Irue God
And ıt’s yOUu that rules VT all the kıngdoms of the natıons.

In 2Sm 7:26, hw?” 15 the subject and A ym follows iın apposition ıth ıt (the SdIlNlc

In 2Kgs The parallel text of Ar 20:6 ShOows thıs SAaTmnıc construction but O0OoN

after, there follows another SNC wıthout the personal PrONOUN, the subject eing
the partıcıple w&[/ Thıs ame pattern (wıith and wıthout personal pronoun)

1n the ollowing example:
(34) 1Chr 22°1 (P) (S) hw” byt ylıw. h”’Ihym

(P) wzh- (S) mzbh 1° l ySr 71
(Davıd sald:) hıs 1S (1t, Le.) the house of Yahweh the God, and hıs 15 the altar for the
burnt offerıng of Israel.

Droo that In thıs kınd of sentfence the term that follows the personal (or
demonstratıive) PrONOUN 1S really apposition fifrom the fact that eren
erms Can that posıition. These dAdIiIC NOUN (32-34) partıicıple (35) relatıve
phrase wıth 7r (36-37) and clause introduced by (38) Normally, substantıve

wıth the 7Er clause ınstead of the PrONOUN (37) 16
(35) Gen 27:33 | (P) DW (S) hw” hsd-syd

(Isaac saıd:) Who then 15 he that hunted game (and brought ıt me)
(36) 2Chr 2:5b (P) WM Y (S) ny "bnh-Iw Dyt

And who AI that should build house for Hım...?

The particle 'm-1 introduces dısjunctive question where both and AT elliptical
16 DChr 2:5b 15 the only example NOW wıth the personal PFONOUN before the partıcle
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(37) Dit (P) ky (S) £SWY gdwil ”Sr-Iw Ihym
For who 15 eat natıon that has gods (near them Yahweh...)?

(38) Ex 2.:11 (P) (S) nky Ky E l-pr °“h
(Moses saıd nto God:) Who that cshould the Pharach (and that should
bring the Israelıtes out of Egypt)?

In (35) partıcıple ıth artıcle follows the PrONOUN ıth the force of adjective,
the SaMıec A the 7Er clause In (36) The SdInc position 15 fiılled DYy ciırcumstantıal
clause in 37) Thus fınd paradıgmatıc substitution of the ollowing erms and
functions: NOUN in apposıtion, attrıbutive particıple, attrıbutive 7Er clause, CITrCUM-
stantıal clause. These functions CÄDTCSS sımılar relationshiıp ıth dıfferent erms
We conclude that the SNC consists of [WO members only, 1.e. and dıfferent

consıst of these basıc members wıth possible addıtion of hırd
member functioning d pendens As such ıt 15 NOL really 1T member
because it 15 noft part of the senfifence

Abstract:
The author g1VvES description of the verbless clause based NC crıterı1a. The basıc
[ypes of the SNC aAr ollows: Lype L ıth predicate subject, and [ype 2’ wıth subject
predicate. The first Lype 15 predicatıve, the second 15 ‘presentatıve’ cırcumstantıal. oth
types Can ave xira element at the beginning at the end. At the beginning ıt functions

'asus pendens; at the end ıt functions apposıtiıon wıth the subject. The copula 06€s nOTLt
‚xıist in Bıblıcal Hebrew. The SNC 15 basıcally wo-member sentence
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