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In publıcatıons the Book of Chronicles, Joel einberg has ifered lot
of soclologıcal and statıstical materı1al dealıng wıth the topıc of cCommunlty In pOST-
ex1ılıc and Jerusalem, especlally In the Pers1an period.“ The topıc of dentity in
the Book of Chronicles has explicıtly been brought the ont by Jonathan Dyck
in ofjONC should be of its full tıtle "Ihe Ideology of Identity
Chronicles'.® In thıs ine Dyck descr1ibes how the Concept of ethnıcıty that
fınd in Ezra-Nehemia Wäas rooted In the experi1ence of the XUE. and that 1ts full
eXpression and er development WAas determined Dy the of the relatıonshıp
between the post-exilıc communı1ty and ıts ne1ghbours. "Whereas Ezra-Nehemia
makes clear dıstinction between the "Israelhte" communıty and the other people
lıyıng in the and of Israel, the Chronicler maiımntaıins 'all Israel' perspective
throughout the book''.4
reparıng cCommentary the Book of Chronicles and ınvestigatıng the
genealogıies in Chronicles 1-9, the present author Calllc ACTIOSS specıfic aspect of
'ıdentity and communıty in the Book of Chronicles, VIZ. the usc and nction of the

Revısed text of read the Fırst International NOSTER Conference 'Relıg10us Identity
and the Invention of Tradıtion' (4-6 January Soesterberg (Netherlands), organızed Dy the
Netherlands School for Advanced dıes Theology and Relıgi10n cooperatıon wıth the acul
of Theology of the Wes'  iısche Wılhelms-Universıität, unster Germany) and the Faculty of
Theology of the Catholıc Unıversıty, Louvaın (Belgi1um)
Joel Weinnberg, ‘Die sozıale Gruppe IM Weltbhild des Chronisten , SA  - 0S (1986) 72-95; 1d.,
W und e  „„SIE IM Weltbild des Chronisten', Klıo (1984) 19-34; 1d., The Citizen-Temple
Community (JSOTL.S 151), 1992; I Der Chronist In seiner Mitwelt (BZAW 239), erın
1996
Jonathan Dyck, "TIhe Ideology of Identity In Chronicles'’, rett ed.). Ethnicity and the Bibhle
(Bıblıcal Interpretation Serles, 19), Leıden 1996, thıs artıcle Dyck also adduces further
observatıons relatıng the S11 0Nngomg scholarly debate wıth respect the question whether
7zra-Nehemi and Chronicles WEIC paınte: wıth the SaImnec brush, ther words whether these
00O0| chare authorshıp. Wıth regar! of thıs problem, SC Japhet, "The Supposed
Common Authorship of Chronicles an zra-Nehemia Investigated Anew’, 18 (1968). 332-372;
I "TIhe Relation hetween Chronicles and Ezra-Nehemia’, Emerton ed.). Congress Volume
Leuven 1989 (VI.S 43), Leıden 1991, 298-313:; H.G Wıllıamson, Israel INn the 'DOKs of
Chronicles, Cambridge 1977, M TI
Dyck, Ideology of Identity', 105 See Iso hıis recently publıshed monography Jonathan Dyck,
The Theocratic Ideology Chronicler 1  Cal Interpretation Derl1es, 33),; Leıiden 998
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verb jahas.? Ihe root Ihs 15 unattested In other Semitıic languages. Ihe only
connection m1g be the Arab whs (isolate') has been suggested In 910 by
Schulthess.®
The verb Jahas, always ın 1tpa el, 1s found [WENTY times the Hebrew 1  e! wıth

less than fiıfteen OCCUITENCCS in the Book of Chronicles./ It Can be
accıdent that the vast maJorı1ty of these fıfteen OCCUITENCCS, namely ten, 15 found in
the SOCcalle'‘ „genealogıica. hall““ of the Book of Chronicles Chron 1-9); the
eXpression „genealogıica. hall““ has mMoOst probably been colned Dy Juhus
Wellhausen.®
It 1$ of great interest examıne VE Care  y what entities wıthın the „genealogica
hall“‘ dIiC involved wıth the verb Jahas 1lp To start answering thıs question in
negatıve WaY the verb JjJahas 15 not used relatıng Judah (2:2-4:23), eVI1I
(5:27-6:66)? and Benjamın (8:1-40) 1C ATIC precisely the trıbes that in the
post-exıilıc per10d, 1LB the Chronicler  S days, the 4Ath Century BCE constitute
the people of Israel ese three 'sSOons of Israel' presented ave remaıned Oya.

the House of aVvlı!| and the Temple. The positioning of vı exactly in the
middle of the „genealogica: hall“*“ espeakes the Chronicler  s central interest in
Temple and cult
Between the genealogy of 2:3-4:23) and that of eVvV1 (  7-6 told
of the trıbe Ö Sımeon (4:24-43), the ıbe of Reuben (5:1-10) the trıbe of (Gad
S11 17) and Half-Manasse 5:18-26) Between the genealogy of eV1 7-6
and that of Benjamın (8:1-40) the hronıcler DaysS attention the ıbe of Issachar

the ıbe of aphtalı the trıbe of Manasseh (7:14-19), the trıbe of
'a1ı1m (7:20-29), and the trıbe ofer 7:30-40) In the hronicler'  S OW) days, al]
those trıbes mentioned between and LevIl, the ON hand, and between eVvV1
and Benjamın the other, had in fact disappeared from the historıical and
geographical scene.10
It 15 maJor Dy the Chronicler create and establısh ea
communıty, 3C NOL by chance 15 called kol Jisra’el for the first time In

TOM ChronChron Y:1. serving Aas the summarısınz conclusion of 3_-8-40 11

the Hebrew 1'  e, the noun Jahas 1S only found Neh F Qumran ıterature ıt 15 attested
4QD° 5.214 Damascus Document 4Q 4QTohB” 1 Purification ules 4 and

13 (= Purıfication ules 4Q
(/ weı etymologische Versuche: JjJähas', S  Z (1910) 61-62
'hron 4:33; Y:1.22; 'hron 1LZ:13: 31:16.17.18.19 Moreover bK7zra 2:062

6:L3 Neh 7:5.64
Oeming, Das wahre Israel: Iie „genealogische Vorhalle “ Chronik ; 128),

tuttg: 1990, A+t the VELY end of hıs monograph, however, UVemiing favours the notion 'proleptic
summary ('proleptisches ummarıum').

10
Many Bıble translatıons, C RDWV, NEB, ifer ere devıatıng numeratıon, VIZ. 1281
The trbes of IDan and Zehulon nNnOL mentioned the „genealogical ® —
H.G. Wıllıamson, and Chronicles apıds MI 1982, 50; Japhet,
Chronicles London 1993, 206
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11:1 onwards, the exXpress1ion kol Jisra el 15 sed about forty-Iive times in the Book of
Chronicles12 and must therefore be consıdered ONC of ıts favourıte characteristics.
Let NO ave closer ook al the uUusSc and nction A4aSs ell 4S al the meanıng of the
verb Jahas (hıtp.) 106 hınts al formatıve concept Dy the Chronicler ıthın the
„genealogıca. hall””, the verb jJahas 15 sed In three clusters:
(1) Framed DYy the genealogıes of 2:2-4:23) and eVvV1 7-6  > the verb

functions wıth respect of S1imeon Joseph (5:1)5, Reuben Y and (jad

(2) Framed Dy the genealogıes of eV1 7-6 and Benjamın (&:1-40) the verb
Jahas OCCUTS four tımes, each time in combinatıon wıth the characterıstic
ormulae gZ2ibböre h“jalim (3 |Issachar|; TE 7:4() [ Asher])!* gZ2ibbore hajil
(7:9); both eXpress10ns aAIc only found In thıs chapter. !>

(3) Framed by the first 5:29-36) and second (9:35-44) genealogy of Saul, the verb
jahas (hıtp.) the ON hand, 15 connected 118} the first OCCUTITENCEC of the
essential notion 'al] Israel' 921) and, the other hand, the gatekeepers
The latter SIOUPD 15 set Out Dy the Chronicler In section 9:17-26) 1C
proviıdes 'dısproportionate amount of detajl'l® wıth respecCtL of thıs specıfic
SIO0UD of Temple personnel. As compared Ezra-Nehemıua, where levıtıcal
ineage 18 indicated for them (Ezra JDa} Neh 17:45 Neh 11:19; 12:25)4 the
Chronicler 0€es hıs VCIY best to present the gatekeepers eing
inner-levıtıcal STOUPD from old No wonder that precısely Chron Q:17b+33 15
unparallele in 1DI11Ca. lıterature; ıt 15 delberate INOVC from the Chronicler'  s

desk!18 It 15 not by chance, there{fore, that In 2) 'Samuel the seer‘ 1s
explicıtly mentioned In the SaImnlec breath dSs avı havıng installed the
gatekeepers in theır office For accordıng TON 2-13, Samue! 15 Levıte
hımsel{f!

The Chronicler (Or hıs SOUICE) created the section the gatekeepers 9:17=26) In
order provıde them wıth unamb1ıgu0us posıtıon as Levıtes, most probably
reflecting the sıtuation of hıs OW: days It 1s presented 4S ıf thıs 15 cContInuous
tradıtion go1ng back ds early 4S Phınehas and the wılderness tabernacle, and Wädas

re-establıshed by AaVvl| and Samuel ıthın thıs theological rather than hıstorical

12 HJ obel, Jjisra el, G.J Botterweck ggren (eds), Theological Dictionary of the OHd
Lestament, Vol. VI, Tand apıds MI 1990, 418 One shoul add ‚:hron 28:8 his 1ist.

13 fascınatıng miıdrashıc Wdy referring Gen 49:4 the Chronicler 51 brings Joseph the ore.
Ihe tradıtıon that the rıght of the firstborn Reuben 15 'anstierre: Joseph and/or hıs SOMS 15 found
nowhere Ise the Hebrew 1}  B but 18 ttested the Targumım and Rabbinic 1ıtera| enesis
Rabbah).
Not 7:10, g1iven DYy ıllıam stone, II Chronicles, Vol. Chronicles Chronicles
Israel's Place mong the Natıions (JSOT.S 253X% Sheffield 1997,

15 Wıthın the o0k of 'onıcles the eXpression gibbore h“jalim 1S found only HGE INOTC

16
hron JA (cf. 'hron
Wıllıamson, and Chronicles,

1/ Japhet, H Chronicles, 214 erroneously lısted Neh 11:9 instead of Neh 11:19, and mentioned kıra
10:45, which, however, 0€ESs not ex1ist.

18 As the setting of 'hron 9’ Nr ırksen, CR Chronicles Its Position In Chapter T,
Bıb (1998), 91-96

235



Pancratıus Beentjes

p  > the verb jahas (hıtp.) 1s crucı1al element t00 It aAapPCAaIs nction d the
paralle supplement of theır installatıon by avl and Samuel So O1Ng, the
Chronicler In 9-72 TUNS eal of Chronicles RLD} (entirely Sondergut') where
all four classes of Leviıtes, includıng the gatekeepers, aIc desceribed In full
sıng the erbJahas (hıtp.), the Chronicler does not much refer the DFOCESS of
regıstratiıon as the result of havıng een regıistered, VIZ. that UNC belongs
amıly SIOUD and that such registration entitles specıfic rıghts and privıleges.
The verb Jjahas oes not CXDICSS "the genealogıca relatıonshıp of the
indıvıdual members In temporal of generat1ons; it CXPITCSSCS d

ıt assıgns OTNCONC da specıfic cırclerelatıonshıp that 15 present and timelessPancratius C. Beentjes  pattern, the verb jähas (hitp.) is a crucial element too. It appears to function as the  parallel or supplement of their installation by David and Samuel. So doing, the  Chronicler in 9:19-22 runs ahead of 1 Chronicles 23-27 (entirely 'Sondergut') where  all four classes of Levites, including the gatekeepers, are described in full.  Using the verb jahas (hitp.), the Chronicler does not so much refer to the process of  registration as to the result of having been registered, viz. that one belongs to a  family or group and that such a registration entitles to specific rights and privileges.  The verb jahas (hitp.) does not express "the genealogical relationship of the  individual members in a temporal sequence of generations; it expresses a  H.n  ,  it assigns someone to a specific circle  relationship that is present and timeless ...  with reference to the present and therefore timelessly ...; the "enrollment" referred to  is not meant diachronically but synchronically''.!?  That the verb jahas (hitp.) indeed refers to membership of a group, i.e. explicitly  deals with the question who are concretely reckoned among a specific circle is  excellently demonstrated in 2 Chron 31:16-19 and Ezra 2:62 (cf. Neh 7:64). Though  Bible translations render 2 Chron 31:16-19 in quite different ways, which, on the one  hand, is caused by a probable textual corruption in verse 15 (b“°areg)?0 and, on the  other hand, by the question to what extent verse 16 is to be considered parenthetical,  the purport of jahas (hitp.) in this pericope (vv. 16.17.18.19) is unequivocal. There is  no doubt whatsoever that this passage deals with special privileges exclusively given  to certain groups: priests and Levites who derive their rights to the fact that they  have been registered.  Ezra 2:62 reports how priests belonging to the line of Hobaiah, the line of Hakkoz,  and the line of Barzillai, after their return from Exile, unsuccesfully searched for  their names among those enrolled in the genealogies. Since their names could not be  traced, they were deemed disqualified and debarred from officiating; they actually  lost their priestly rights.2!  Harking back to the verb jahas (hitp.) in the „genealogical hall‘“ of 1 Chronicles 1-9,  it is not by chance that the Chronicler by using such a special concept of 'having  19 R. Mosis, jäha$, in: G.J. Botterweck & H. Ringgren (eds), TDOT, Vol. VI, Grand Rapids MI 1990,  55-59 (57).  20  "The phrase 'in the cities of the priests' is impossible at this point in the text because (a) it creates a  contradiction within the passage itself, ascribing to the priests 'in the cities' (v. 15) the office actually  executed in the Temple ...; (b) it also creates un unnecessary doublet to v. 19, where the priests in  their cities are explicitly referred to, with the full designation of these cities ...; (c) finally, with this  rendering, the passage overlooks the most important constituent of the priesthood, the priests of  Jerusalem. The original version is still preserved in the LXX, where 'in the cities' (b°“arg) is  represented by ö@ xeıpoc (literally 'at the hand'), which clearly reflects the Hebrew idiom b“yad or  “al yad (1 Chron 26:28; 29:8; 2 Chron 23:18 etc.), rendered variously by the translations according  to the various contexts: 'by', 'under‘', 'in the care of, etc. (cf. RSV of 1 Chron 24:19; 2 Chron 23:18; 1  Chron 26:28). When this slight error is restored, the contradiction and the doublet disappear, and the  passage refers to the priests who actually officiate in the Temple"'; Japhet, / & I7 Chronicles, 970.  21  The mere fact that the verb jahas (hitp.) is also found in Ezra-Nehemia does, from a methodological  point of view, not imply that Chronicles and Ezra-Nehemia must share a common authorship. It is  more likely that this root is encountered in both literary complexes, since Chronicles and Ezra-  Nehemia are more or less contemporary works.  236wıth reference the present and therefore tiımelessly the "enrollment" eferred
18 nNOLT mean dıachronically but synchronically''. !”
That the verb Jjahas (hıtp.) indeed reifers membershıp of ZI0UD, 1.e explıcıtly
eals wıth the question who aAIic concretely reckoned specıific cırcle 15
excellently demonstrated in Chron 31:16-19 and KEzra Da (GE: Neh 7:64) Though

translatıons render Chron 31:16-19 in quıte dıfferent WAaYS>, 1C the ON

hand, 15 caused by probable textual corruption 1 (b“<are)2%0 and, the
other hand, by the question what extent 1S be cCOonsıdered parenthetical,
the Ip of Jahas in thıs per1cope 16.118.19) 15 unequ1vocal. eTre 18

Oou whatsoever that thıs passagc eals wıth pecıal privileges exclusıvely g1ven
certaın priests and Levıtes who derıve theır rıghts 118 the fact that they

ave been registered.
k7ra 2:62 reports how priıests elongıng the lıne of Hobaıah, the lıne of akkoz,
and the lıne of arzıllal, after theır return from Xie: unsuccesfTully searched for
theır those enrTolle in the genealogıies. Since theır COU. nNOT be
traced, they WEIC deemed disqualified and debarred from officlatıng; they actually
lost theır priestly rights.*!
ng back the verb Jjahas 1lp in the „genealogıcal hall““ of Chronicles 1_3
ıt 15 not by chance that the Chronicler Dy usıng such pecıal Concept of havıng

Mosıs, Jahas, (3J OtterwecC| ggren eds) 10OL, Vol. VI, Tand Rapıds MI 1990,
55-59 57)

20 phrase the ciıtıes of the priests 1S ımpossıble thıs pomt the exti because (a) ıt creates
contradıction wıthın the PassSasc itself, ascrıbıng the priests the cıtıes' (v 15) the offıce actually
executed the JTemple S ıt also creates UNNCCCSSaL Y doublet where the priests
theır ciıtles exphicıtly eferred tO, wıth the des1gnation of these cıtıes (C) tinally, wıth thıs
renderıng, the Passagc overlooks the MOST 1Impo: constituent of the priesthood, the priıes of
Jerusalem. Ihe Or g1n:; version 1Ss still preserved the where the cities' (b““are) 15
represented by ÖL YELDOG (lıterally at the anı hıch clearly eflects the Hebrew 1ıdıom b“ ya
al yad 'hron 26:28; 29:8 hron 23:18 eic.), rendered varıously by the translatıons accordiıng

the Varıo0us ‚OntexXts |byv S l  under the Cal of, eic (cf. RSV of 'hron 24:19; hron 23°18: ]
hron When thıs slıght ALOT IS restored, the contradıction and the doublet diısappear, and the
passagc refers the prıes! who actually officıate the Temple”; Japhet, Chronicles, 970
Ihe INCIC fact that the verb jahas (hıtp.) 15 Iso found zra-Nehemia does, from methodologica:
pomt of VIEW, NOL ımply that 'onıcles and 7zra-Nehemia must chare authorship. 18
INOIC ely that thıs rOOL 1S encountered both erary complexes, SInCe Chronicles and K7ra-
Nehemia INOTIC less contemporary works.
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been registered breathes i  S ıfe into all those trıbes 1C actually had disappeared
in hıs OW) days "The genealogıes describe Israel A it always Wäs, ıts inner structure
and jerarchy, and its geographical place It eats of not time''.22 Once the
relatıon of people terr1tory 15 establıshed, they AIiCc given dentity Or Say it
Wıllıam Johnstone's words: IlBy possess1on of and dentıty 15 established''.2$
In the „genealogical hall““ of the Book of Chronicles, the verbJjahas 185 sed d4s

lıterary and theologica glue order SaJVC al] those Torgotten trıbes' irom
oblivıon and put them permanently the lıterary INapD of the Book of Chronicles,

that all the invıisıble SONS of srae!l' should be reckoned the ea srael,
IC 15 given the notion 'all Israel'

Abstract.

The root jJahas which ın the Hebrew 15 only found the ook of Ezra-Nehemia (3 tiımes) and
the o0k of Chronicles (15 ımes), 15 unattested ther Semuiuitic languages. The accumulatıon

the ook of Chronicles apPPCaIs a1m VeEIY specıal meanıng, VIZ. that the erb (01 notL much
refer the DFOCESS of registration the result ofavıng een registered. An analysıs of Jahas In
Chronicles 1-9 15 adduced conclusıve evidence IOr such specıal meanıng.
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