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The later part of the 18th century Wäas per10d the development of
the study of the Hebrew Johann Davıd iıchaelıs and Giovannı Bernardo de
Rossı AdICc st  — quoted modern lıterature Ihe Namec of OSse'‘ Dobrovsky who Was

CONTLaAaCT ıth these scholars viırtually unknown M Hebrew scholars
There dIC [CasONsSs for thıs Hıs introduce NC  S materı1al and
methods WCIC NnOL publıshe they Mthe manuscrıpts hıs estate And
Dobrovs  ’s en d ounder of Slavıc studıes 4S d scholarly dıscıplıne
overshadowed hıs archıevements ı Hebrew philology.
0SE Dobrovsky Wd> born ı 1753 ı Gyarmat ı Northwestern Hungary He died

1829 Brno ı Moravıa, but he mMoOost of hıis lıfe ı Prague, the capıtal of
Bohemia After short per10d of novıtlate 1C en! Dy the dıissolution of the
Jesuit order 1773 Dobrovsky continued hıs studıes of Hebrew at the Faculty of
Theology of the rague Universıty Ihen he ManYy of
ONS of the amıly of Count Nostıtz theır rague residence Thıs 3181 BAVC
hım ample OoOpportunıty for research and publications For hıs mastery of Hebrew
Dobrovsky Wa consıdered 4A5 candıdate for the Old Testament chaırs at VaTıOUsSs
unıversıtie: Dobrovsky erıticızed neglect of the study of the orıgıinal Bıblical
languages Hebrew and Greek at the rague Uniwrversity Hıs CT1L1C1ISM publıshe
the lıterary Journal that he edıted caused hım SOMMC troubles and probably
prevented the possıbıilıty of hıs professor1al appomtment
Dobrovsky, IN close CO  n wıth hıs frıend ortuna UrYC)
evoted then INOTIC attentiıon the study of Old Church Slavoniıc (eXTs He
continued thıs dırection Dy publıshing basıc studıes ManYy fıelds of Slavıc
studıes Janguages, lıteratures history, and archaeology
'TIThe Slavıstic works of Dobrovsky have been esCT1DE: and evaluated INany
00 and artıcles TOmM the WD of Bıblical studıes those ca wıth hıs
publications the Slavonıc and Latın and the methods that he
appliıed dIiIcC of interest Dobrovs!  S contribution other fıelds such Ugro-
Fiınnıc lınguistics have also received due attentiıon
Dobrovsky works dIC being publıshed wıth nOfes and introductions SCT 16585
under the of the Czechoslov. Academy One of these volumes edıted by
Bohumiuil Ryba Dobrovs  S study publıshe orıginally 1783
1C he has demonstrated that the of the Latın Vulgata MAaNnuscr1pt of
Mark’s Gospel kept the 14th century Prague CannoOo be the utographs of

ark
The Hebraistic works of DobrovskY dıd NOL attract attention 1C| they deserve
‚ ven ough 1832 the historian Tantıse. Palacky ONC of the fırst
1ographers of Dobrovsky pomted Dobrovsky uUSC of Semuitic methodology
mMO for Slavıc linguistics Dobrovsky applıed the CONcept of FrOOIS for the study of
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ord formatıon. Palacky hımself has learnt Hebrew student aft the Protestant
Lyceum Bratislava (Pressburg).
The one-hundredth annıversary of Dobrovsk  S ea motivated IManYy ımportant
publications 1929 and shortly after Theodor Frankl hıs artıcle about
Dobrovsky Oriıientalıst and hIis WaYy Slavıstics has evaluated Dobrovs.  S work

Semuitic phılology and its importance. Only publıshed materı1al Was used thiıs
artıcle.
The two-hundredth annıversary of DobrovskY’s 1r also motivated IMany
publicatıons in 1953 and after In 1954 Heıinrich Kunstmann publıshed three etters
of Dobrovsky Johann AaVIl| ichaelıis, Professor in Göttingen, wriıtten between
1776 and 786
When Stanıslav Segert egan collect materı1al for the book Orıental studies at

rague Universıity, he Wäas able use manuscripts irom Dobrovs:  S estate.
artıcle about Dobrovs  S Hebraistıc work appeare: 1960 The book Oriental
studies co-authored wıth the hıstori1an Karel Beränek and publıshed by the Charles
Universıty in 1967, contaıns section Dobrovsky.
er prelımınary arrangements for the edıtion of Dobrovs  S eDraıca Segert
obtaıned sabbatical leave irom the Universıity of Calıfornıa, L0Ss Angeles, and the
u  T1 Award work thıs project He Was able collect materı1al the
second half of 1990
The edıtıon 15 contaın all Hebraıistıc publications of DobrovskyY, well hıs
correspondence and manuscrIipts firom hıs estate, connected wıth Hebrew and
elated fiıelds a]Jor publiıcations wıll be presented in photomechanic
reproductions, mIinor texXTts and manuscrIıpts in ordınary print, all wıth NnOfeESs and
introductions. ®  ındex of PCTISONS and theır publications 15 planned
The edıtion of Dobrovsky’s Hebraica wiıll be provıde wıth introductory chapters,
1C the importance of Hebrew studies Dobrovs  S scholary CaICCI, the
cCircumstances of hıs Hebraıistıc works and hıs correspondence wıth Hebraists wiıll
be presented. TIhe importance of Hebraıistıc works prepare‘ by DobrovskYy
wıll be evaluated wıth respect both Semuitic and Slavıc studıes.
The edıtion of the rague iragments of Hebrew manuscrIıpts appeare in the
eadıng scholarly per10dıcal Orientalısche und exegetische Bıbliothek, 1T7 The
edıtor Michaelis publıshe ıt wıthout indicating the author’s Nanc.

To demonstrate hıs Competence for professorial chaır In Old Testament,
Dobrovsky publıshed In 1783 Iosephi ODrows. de NÜGULS Hebhraeorum
Characteribus Dissertatio 54 and ONC plate Wıth Man Yy references
scholarly lıterature DobrovskY argue that the preexıilıc scr1ipt of the Hebrews Wäas

iıdentical wıth that of the Canaanıtes, 1.e. Phoenicıans, and that hrough MINOT
changes the Samarıtan scr1ıpt developed from thıs base. MaınSWEIC ase‘

the authorıty of Church Fathers, Orıgenes, Eusebius and Hıeronymus.
Dobrovsky dıd NnOL consıder the tradıtiıon irom the Talmud reiiable enough and dıd
not use allegedly ancıent COINS. Ihe reference the data irom Flavıus osephus
about the inscr1pt1ons priestly Can be consıdered Dobrovs  S pecıfic
contribution.
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iıchaelıs reviewed thıs book hıs Journal wıthout elay. He acknowledged
clear presentation and good documentatıon, but did NOL APITCC wıth the Maın result.
He pominted the gradu development of these scr1pts.
TOom the present standpoint ıt be CCmMn that Dobrovs  s opınıon Was

princıple cCorrect and confirmed by later fınds ofer Samarıtan inscriptions.
The artıcle about the tombstone of ara the rague Jewısh cemetery appeare

wıthout the author’s Nailc the Journal Hyllos 1819 and Was reprinted
wıth inıtıals only another Journal 1828 DobrovskY correctly
interpreted the Hebrew inscriptions indicating the date according the Jewiısh
CIa 5366, not 4366 d mentioned previoOus publications. Thus the inscription
Was written the yCal 1606 of the Christian CIdq, and speculatıons motivated by the
ege date of 606 WCIC shown be wıthout substance.
Dobrovsky tudıed Hebrew manuscrIipts kept Prague, ‚QrenSIS the
Universıity Lıbrary 1C| elonge the 14th century the Jewish communıity
of Cheb (Eger) estern Bohemia and Nostitzianus the palace where he Was

stayıng of Oun Nostitz’s SONS. He sent elected varıant readings
Gilovannı Bernardo de Rossı who used Ome of them his collection Variae
lectiones Veteris Testamenti (I-IV, Parma 1784-1788).
In hıs lıterary Journals 1C| he both WTrTOofe and edited, DobrovskY presented
iınformatıon about instruction of Hebrew and other Semuitic Janguages at
Unwversities Bohemia and Moravıa, ıth data about teachers and theır
ublications. In reports about lıbraries he mentioned orjental 00 and
manuscripts. In sect1ons dealıng wıth recent lıterature he publıshe eVIEWSs of
translatıons, of 00 about Jews and of Hebrew 00 publıshe Bohemia and
OTraVvıa. Dobrovsky edıted hıs ONMLSCHheEe (und ährische Literatur for 1779
and 1780, and after delays caused by reaction hıs critique of University
authorities publıshe there, he used for the 1786 and 1787 volumes another tıtle,
Lıtterarısches Magazın Von Böhmen und Müähren.
The correspondence between DobrovskYy and eading Hebrew scholars,
iıchaelıs and de Ross!ı, wıll] be publıshe completely. TOom the etters of
Dobrovsky other correspondents and theır etters Dobrovsky wıll be
elected concerning the Hebrew and elated matfters
Ihree etters of Dobrovsk$y Johann aVl iıchaelıs (1717-1791) from 2651
have eady been published 1954 by Heınrich Kunstmann, but because of INanYy
printing CILTOIS the Hebrew words NCW publicatıon 15 NCCCSSALY. These etters
AdIiIe kept the University Liıbrary in Göttingen. 1Iwo etters from iıchaelıs
DobrovskY, wriıtten 1776 and 1778 respectively, dAdIc Dobrovs|  S estate kept
the Literary Archıve of the Museum of ZeC Liıterature rague.
Gilovannı Bernardo de Rossı, Professor of Oriental languages Parma, sent
Dobrovsky e1g etters In the 851 They AI kept rague. Ten etters
firom Dobrovsky de Rossı, irom the AdIi1Nlc per10d, aIc preserved the
Bıblıotheca Palatına Parma.
Dobrovsky Was sending both these scholars varıants irom Hebrew
manuscripts accessıble hım in Prague; SUOINC of these data WeIC publıshed. In
later etters the shıft of Dobrovs.  S actıvıty irom Hebrew Old Slavonic

15 clearly visıble.
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Among Dobrovsk  S other correspondents, ortuna uryc Was MOSsSst interested
Hebrew He and Dobrovsky tudied Arabıc together. Their correspondence
contains great number of matters elated these languages and texXtS; Syr1ac 15
also quoted there.
Another correspondent of DobrovskY, Augustin Hel{fert, Was interested Hebrew,
al least hıs earlhıer etters. In correspondence wıth other PCISONS mentions of
Hebrew dIiIC rather raTre.
nsofar thıs correspondence 15 accessıble printed edıtions, especılally those
by dolf Patera and Tan{tıse. Bartos, the selections dIc taken firom them
few selections irom etters preserved original rague may be
The edıtiıon of Dobrovs  S Hebraica wiıll also contaıin selections irom consıderable
manuscrıpt mater1al from Dobrovs  S estiaftfe preserved the Literary Archıve
rague Iwo projects 1C WeTIeC nOL completed deserve specı attention.
Following suggestion publıshe by ichaelıis, DobrovskYy started excerpting works
of Hıeronymus (St Jerome) He planned wriıte systematic of
Hieronymus’ data concerning Hebrew language. The tıtles of the EXCETDIS irom the
Maurıne and Vallarsı's edıtions pomnt thıs PUTDOSC DobrovskYy Was also
consıdering PICDAaIC the edıtıon of Hiıeronymus’s Psalterium uxta Hebraeos.
Other EXCETDIS irom Hieronymus and also those from Flavıus osephus and firom
Eusebius’ Onomastıkon attest Dobrovs  S ınterest the study of personal
Only d few sheets the estate AL © evoted the study of Hebrew and other
Semuitic DobrovskY computed the possible number of combinations of FTOOTS

consisting of three CONsonantftfs each: the number of CONsOoNaAants 15 Z then 22° 1€
He trıed fiınd 1C combinatıons dIC realızed Hebrew

TOmM the viewpoint of the 18th centurYy, the publıshed contributions of Dobrovsky
Hebrew studies Can be evaluated relevant, especılally hıs „dıssertation“

ancıent Hebrew etters.
But IMNOTITe relevant WOU be those contributions 1C| WeliC NnOoLt completed and
publıshe and remaıned hıs estate They AaDDCAaI CVCNMN INOTIC relevant irom the
perspective of INOTE than undred d  e
tudıes of Hebrew pronunclation accordıng Hiıeronymus WCEIC publıshe: 18584
Dy Carl Sıegfried, 1948 Dy Sutclıffe, and 196 / by James arr wh ist
continuiıng thıs research. quantıtative analysıs of Hebrew and elated
languages Wäas performed by Joseph Greenberg in 1950
Whıle DobrovskY dıd 1a(0)! continue hI1s research Hebrew, he used his experience
MOst effectively for ayıng foundatıons of comparatıve Slavıc studies, aft time when
Semuitic comparatıve lınguistics had already een cultivated for undadreds of
three comparatıve dietionarıes WeIe publıshe the 17th Century hıle the
Indo-European lınguistics Wäas still In ıts cradle

Abstract:

Josef Dobrovsk$Y (1753-1829) ist als Begründer der Slavıstik 1nNeEs wissenschaftlichen
Faches berühmt, doch seiner Beteiligung der Hebraistık wurde verhältnısmäßiıg weniıg
Aufmerksamkeıt gewıdmet. etz! befindet sıch dıe Veröffentlichung Vonl Hebraıica der von
der Tschechoslowakischen Akademıe besorgten Reıihe seiner Werke Vorbereitung.
„Dissertatio“ über dıe althebräische Schrift (1783), Miıtteilungen über Varıanten der Frager
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hebräischen Bıbelhandschriften, kleinere Nachrichten und Korrespondenz miıt Michaelıis
und de Rossı sOWI1e uszüge Dobrovsk$s handschriftlichem Nachlaß sollen dort
veröffentlicht werden mıiıt Eıinleitungen und Anmerkungen. Die Bedeutung dieser Werke
sowohl dıe Hebraistiık uch für dıe Slavıstiık soll den Schlußkapiteln behandelt
werden.
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