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When ıf 15 associated wıth transıtive verb, 1D11Ca. Hebrew et Dlays
unambiguous* semantıc and grammatıcal roles.

watteled "Et-qayin c  and che BaVC 1r Caln (Gen 4:1)
wayyak “"Egt-palistim ‘he struck down the Phıiılistines’ (2 Sam 12)

In ıts grammatıcal role, et marks the dıirect object, provıde that the objec 15
individuated.® In ıts semantıc role, et marks the patient.“ It 15 the entityc 15

thank those scholars who kındly read earlıer draft of thıs and offered constructive
eriticısm: Baruch Halpern, Robert Hetzron, Laura Kalman, Marıanne Miıthun, (GGary
Rendsburg, and Sandra Thompson. Iso thank Bernard Comrie and Rıchard Steiner for theır
advıce. Michael Covıngton deserves specılal word of thanks, whose unpublıshed
„Grammatıcal Relatıons and Bıblical Hebrew z  et  Zn stimulated the present
The translıteration system ollows the seven-color interpretation of the Bıbliıcal Hebrew vowel
system. Circumflexes represent matres lection1is, and spırantızatıon 15 nOL indıcated.
Finally, thıs study will uUs«c several termını technicı ollows:

object grammatıcal term denoting the nonsubject, OIc argumen! of [WO- three-
place predicate

direct object object eıther unmarked marked ıth et
oblique object object marked wıth preposıtion other that et

The hypothesıs that et dıfferentiates (disambiguates) object from subject (e.g. Francıs
Andersen, Passıve and Ergatıve in Hebrew, 1ın: [ed.| Hans Goedicke, Near Eastern Studıies in
Honor of Wıllıam Foxwell Albrıght, Baltımore/London 197/1, 1 ‚ and Joshua Blau, Short
Philological Ofes the Inscription of MeSa”, Maarav Z 1980, 150 Canno!| be sustaıned US5-

lınguistically. See Edıth Moravcsık, (In the lımıts of subject-object ambigulty tolerance,
Papers ın Linguistics 11, 197/8,

Sınce et Can ACCOMDAaNY both definıte and indefinıte direct objects, the grammatical
definıteness of the object 0€Ss not fully account for et Khan, Object Markers and
greemen! Pronouns ın Semuitic Languages, BSO[A]S 4/, 1984, 469) Rather, et 15 sensıtiıve
the indıyıduation of the object (ıbıd., 471; and ans-Peter Müller, Dıe Konstruktionen mıt
hinne „siıche“ und iıhr sprachgeschichtlicher Hintergrund, 2? 1989, wıth See
already Gıiuseppe Furlanı, Ola ACCUSAaLIVI in ebraıico, RSO 8, 1919, 214, 222), „the egree

which the lobjec! 15 characterized dıstincet entity indıvıdual"“ (Alan Tiımberlake,
Hıerarchies in the Genuitive of Negatıon, Slavıc and ast European ournal 1 9 1975, 124),
especılally ıts distinctiveness from the subject agent) and iıts OWN background (Paul Hopper
and Sandra Thompson, Transıtivity in gramm äar and dıscourse, Language 56, 1980, 253)
For the hıerarchy of features, SCC ıbıd., ın conjunction wıth Khan, Object Markers, 4 /U, and
iıdem, Studıies ın Semuiutic Syntax, London Oriental Serlies 38, 1985, KEKMXWV1-XXXIX. And for brief
applıcatıon Bıblical Hebrew >  et, SCC idem, Object Markers, 4/1-4 72
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eiıther eifecte: aiftfecfte: by the actıon of the verb; ıt „receıves“ thıs action,”
undergoes SOIMNC SOTT of change,® and often shows the (lastıng) effect of the actıon
and change./
Whıle ıt these semantıc and grammatıcal functions in transıtıve
constructions,® et 1S NnOL always assocı1ated wıth d fully transıtive verb. et often
follows verbs of motı1on, for example *rdp go aiter, pursue’ and *S cgo Out,
leave). et mMay also OW other, patently intransıtive verbs, for example NZQ ‘hbe
strong' and *hlh ‘hbe sıck?
In each of these CS, however, the object of the verb Can be eıther direct
oblıque. For example, the grammatiıcal object of *hh 15 precede Dy et ha Yet

eıther CaS-o, the objec! 15 the entity alfecte: by the verb (patient).”
See Müller, Ergativelemente 1im akkadıschen und althebräischen Verbalsystem, ıbl 66,

1985, F  y 403; and idem, Dıie Konstruktionen mıt hinne, See Iso Hoftiyzer, Remarks
Concerning the Use of the Particle In Classıcal Hebrew, Q(IS l 9 1965, 23-24, 2 9

opper and Ompson, Transıitivity,
Robert Hetzron, Toward Amhbharıc Case-Grammar, Studıies in Afrıcan Linguistics 1"

197/0,
Chrıstopher Beedham, The Passıve Aspect In Englısh, (Gjerman and Russıan, Tübinger

Beıträge ZUI Linguistik 1  'y 1982, See Iso Marıanne Miıthun, Hıstorical Linguistics and
Linguistic Theory: Reducing the Arbitrary and Constraming Explanatıon, 1n: Kıra Hall,
Michael Meecham, and Rıchard Shapıro, Proceedings of the Fiıfteenth Annual Meeting of the
Berkeley Linguistic Socıiety, 1989,

In mManYy instances, et 06Ss nOoTLt SCITIVC both functions but only that of the patıent. In thıs ASC

et apPpCAars wıth the IC argumen of varıety of predicates: personal passıves (for
ımpersonal passıves, SCC 21), nonvolıtional intransıtıves, statıves, existential/nonexistentıal
verbs and partıcles, ell adjectival predicates. 'hıs argumen iınvolves ;  ım who that
whiıch 1S, gelts DE, in certaın state, asıde from hıs (or 1ts) OW!] nl and wıthout hıs (or its)

partıcıpatıon, whether under the influence of stronger pCrSsON thıng ıf ıt WETIC of
hımself (or ıtself)“ Sapır, |Review of Uhlenbeck, Het Passıeve Karakter], International
ournal of American Linguistics 19 17-1  , 82); thıs argumen! 15 the patıent, wıdely defined
(see Müller, Ergatiıvelemente, 403)
Bıblıcal Hebrew 1S ere functioning agent/patient language (cf. Khan, Object Markers,
496-497), SInCe ıts morphology dırectly encodes particular semantıc role. It 1S noft functioning

ergatıve language (e£ Müller, Ergativelemente, 404-409; and ıdem, Dıiıe Konstruktionen
mıt hinne, 55- Ergatıve languages encode the Adiscourse role of sıgnıfıcant 131 informatıon
(Mithun, Disagreement: The Case of Pronominal Affıxes and Nouns, 1n edd.| Deborah
Tannen and James Alatıs, Languages and Linguistics: The Interdependence of Theory,
Data, and Applıication, Georgetown Universıity Round Table Languages and Linguistics
1985, 1986, 57-59, 61), which 15 nOft the dASC for Bıblical Hebrew.
Even though et marks the patıent, the patıent 15 occasıonally the grammatıcal subject ell.
It maYy, for example, gOVEIN predicate ıth whıich ıt apTCcCS ın PCTSON, number, and gender
(g SCC Khan, Object Markers, 497) But such subject codıng properties AIC secondary (see
efter ole and Janıce Jake, Accusatıve Subjects in Imbabura Quechua, Studıies ın the
Linguistic Sciences 8/1) 1978, 89; and, in greater detaıl, ole al., The acquıisıtiıon of
subjecthood, anguage 5 9 1980, 719-743) and represent certaın topicalızatıon of the patıent
(topıc grammatiıcalızatıon Iso underlıes nominatıve/accusatıve, subject/object, languages
generally [Miıthun, Dısagreement, 56-57, 61]) Bıblical Hebrew, then, functions
agent/patıent language iın these instances, whose indıyıdualiızed patıent 15 marked wıth et

Alternatıvely, the entity mMay be analyzed experiencer (for the distinction between
experiencer and patıent, K Bernard Comrie, Language Universals and Linguistic Typology,
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Affectedness, Spec' and Bıbliıcal Hebrew et

holö "_et-raglöw Kgs
wayyesh®les OSO baraglow 2 Chr

ımılarly wıth *ys the place from 1C motion emanates (source) 15 marked wıth
et mun

hem Yyo3S W ”gt-ho e  I1r (Gen 44:4)
WaYYeESSo

D A min-ho ir (Jer 39:4)
ÖOFT. the indıyıduated object of *rdp the entity 1C| 15 the endpoint of the motıion
(goal) 15 marked ıth et ”ah're.

or0q rodep ”Et-SISaro (Jud 4:22)
"onoki rodep ah’re zebah W3Salmunno (Jud 8:5)

These verbs therefore take direct and oblique objects, apparently In firee varlatıon,
and apparently wıth the AaIne sense .10
Thıs investigates the alternatıon between direct and oblıque objects ıth
verbs of motion and intransıtive verbs,!! and ıt describes the function of et in these
circumstances.12 ShOows that, in addition grammatıcal Tactors, et INn these
instances marks the affectedness of the object, well the semantıc aspect of the
sıtuation.

FECTEDNESS patıent INaYy be altfecte Dy the verb dıfferent degrees.
kald Ile£hem EeYy ate bread’ (Gen

balah“ milah” mü eat OINe of INYy bread!’ TOV 9:5)
k 1- "okaldü "Et-happesah yet they ate the passover’ (2 Chr

In Gen 31:54. the undetermıned patiıent 15 ffected DYy the actıon of the verb, though
the extfent of affectedness 15 NnOLt specıfied; the object 15 unmarked. The patıent in

Chıcago/Oxford 1989, 61) But SInNCE both patıents and experlencers Inay be marked wıth et
In Bıblical Hebrew, the distinction between these [WO semantıc roles 15 nNOL relevant in the
present context. See Iso Sapır, quoted In
10 See Naphtalı Kınberg, oltes the Shift from Accusatıve Constructions Prepositional
Phrases in Hebrew and Arabıc, BSO(A)S 44, 1981, 8-14
Ha Verbs of motions sed figuratively verbs of abundance (see Joüon aAIc excluded
In these9 the materı1al (content) 15 the semantıc patıent and, when indıyvıduated, 15 marked
wıth et See Charles Fiıllmore, The Case for (ase Reopened, 1nN: eter ole and
Jerrold Sadock, Grammatical Relatıons, Syntax and Semantıcs Ö, 1977J, C Cha1ım
Rabın. N APAN 7 129 Jerusalem 1964, 3: and, dıfferently, Menahem Kaddarı, m1 21075
N APAN 1 125 V affa, Ramat-Gan 197/6, 8/-93; and Müller, Ergatıvelemente, 410
12 The alternatıon between oblıque objects and objective pronominal suffixes (see Muraoka,
(n erb complementatıon ın Bıbliıcal Hebrew, 39, 197/9, 425-435) 1S dıfferent
phenomenon and reflects regular morphological replacement. When object whether
direct oblique, regardless of the preposition governing ıt 15 pronominalızed and affıxed
the verb, the pronominal suffıx takes sıngle form, that of the objective pronominal suffıx
(Rabin, 50) In thıs PTOCCSS, then, the dıfferent objects into sıngle form
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TOV wıll also be affected, though only in part; !$ ıt 15 marked obliıque
object. In ( Ar 30:18, however, the patıent 15 altfecte: ıts full extent by the verbal
action.14 TIhe transifer of actıon 15 complete, and the patıent undergoes complete
change; thıs indıyıiduated object 15 marked wıth ?of 15 Thus the eren degrees f
object affectedness unspecıfied, partıal, and complete AI grammatically
distinguished in Biblical Hebrew.16

Z These distinctions also outsıde of the fully transıtive clause. For example,
the nomiınal object of *AZq ‘hbe strong’ 15 marked ONCC ıth Hun and ONCC wıth O Al

wayysh“zaq OWlL min-happalıst1ı baqgela übo sben wayyak ETI-

hap palist1 waymitehü wohereb P  en ba yad-dowid Davı! Was S
than the Phılıstine wıth slıng and he struck the stiine and kılled
hım, though there Was sword in Davıd’s hanı Sam

wayyesh“zaq ho°om Xr >  q  A  ah're “omri ”Et-ho om > Xer Pah”re tibn1
ben-ginat W tibnı way yimlo “omri1 “The people who ollowed
Omrı1ı overpowered the people who ollowed Tibnı ben Gınath. Then Tibnı
dıed, and Omrı became kıng, Kgs

Sam 15 siımple descriptive statement, INn 1C Davıd’s superlor1ty OVeI

the Phılıstine 15 ollowed Dy verbs etaılıng how thıs superilor1ty Wäas actuated (V
50b) The fırst clause pr Davıd’s VLS-A-VLS the Phılıstine, and in thıs
clause the Phiılistine does NOL undergo change. In Sam a’ the object 15 nOL

altfecte eıther by aVIl| Or hıs trength
In Kgs 16°22, however, the object 15 alilecte: TIhe trength of Omrı  C  S people
aliiecte Tıibnı's people that the latter underwent change of state.18 In thıs CasS-C,
the Oonce-statıve verb *AZG becomes dynamıc verb, and ıts effect the object 15
marked wıth et The dynamıc verb, then, prompts direct object marking,!? and the
statıve verb ShOows oblique object markıng.“

For the partıtıve ba, SCC GKC 119m; and BDBRB
14 See Rabın,
15 For the connection between object determinatıon and complete affectedness of the object,
RC Hopper and Thompson, Transıtivity, 235 and Miıthun, Disagreement, hıs
connection 18 supported by the hıgh percentage of marked direct objects followiıng causatıve
verbs, which denote complete affectedness; SCC Hopper and Thompson, Transıtivity, 26 9 261°
and, somewhat diıfferently, Lerner, N APAN m. <2332 RR RIO n ınnann?2, Leshonenu 5 ‘9
19885, 823073
16 See Moravcsık, On the Case Markıng of Objects, 1n (ed.) Joseph Greenberg, Universals
of Human anguage, Stanford (Calıfornia) 1978, 259
17 8 the metaphorical *hzq al ‘urge’ ın Ex 12:33 For *hzq al in the Chronicler, SE
18 See Benzinger, Dıiıe Bücher der Könige, 9) 1899, 103; and Martın Noth, Könige,
9/17 1983, 35().
19 *ykl et may reflect the Sa phenomenon in Ps 1015 For *ykl et ın Jer 38 however,
RS ılhelm Rudolph, Jeremia,a 1 ' 31968,
M) *hzq al ‘prevaıl OVCT, agalnst’ (2 Chr 8 Z19) 15 marked construction, in whiıich the
(varıable) affect the object 15 explicıtly represented hostile (see GKC 119dd). Whether
thıs iıdıom appCAars in Chr 71°4 (SO, RSV) 15 uncertaın (see NJPS, and Sam 24:4)
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Affectedness, Aspect, and Bıblical Hebrew et

These correlatıons wıth personal*! passıve verb forms and theır
accompanyıng patıent.

hinne yomim bo Im na "um-yhwh ü pogadtı "al-kol-mül ha orlö ‚00
days dIC comıng the oracle of the Lord when wiıll take note of
EVEILYONJNC circumcısed the foreskın.’ (JEF 9:24)
ünmaltem et hasar °orlatkem wahoyo I9 AD  Ot barıt beni übenekem “l
wiıll be circumcised in the flesh of yOUr foreskın, and ıt wıll be SIgn of the
COovenan between and 7  you (Gen

In Jer 9:24, the passıve partıcıiple describes the Lype of CISON Yahweh wıll notice.
There 15 transfer of actıon, change of Rather, the phrase mül ha “orlö
contaıns adjective descriptive of particular qua. and the locatıon where thıs
qua. 15 found.22 Thıs place 15 marked oblique object.
Whereas mül describes in Jer 0:24, ünmaltem dynamıc even In
Gen 17:11 God tells Abraham that he, hıs household, and hıs ervants AI

undergo CITrCUuMCISION. God also states that the change wıll have everlastıng
eifect (v 13) In thıs dynamıiıc context, where CITrCUuMCISION 15 somethıing that
happens SOMCONC, the specific“ body part alltecfe: (patient) 15 marked d
dıirect object.

21 el mMaYy ACCOMPDAN the patıent in impersonal passıve constructions (see, GKC SS 121a-
b! and Jouon 128b) In iımpersonal passıve constructi10ns, the grammatiıcal relatıons of the
correspondıing actıve phrase ATC retained, EXCEDL hat (1) the actıve subject 1S deleted
demoted (to oblique), and (11) the erb ADDCAaIs in the unmarked passıve (LE thırd DCISON

sg.) (Comrıe, In Defense of S5Spontaneous Demuotion: The Impersonal Passıve,
Grammatical Relations, = The objects, then, „remaın Just In the ordınary actıve
sentence“ (ıdem, anguage Universals 14) the indıyıduated direct object keeps ıts et (e.g.
Friedrich Eduard König, Hıstorisch-kritisches Lehrgebäude der hebräischen Sprache, Leıipzig

Il Hıldesheim /New ork 2/2, 108; Davıdson, Hebrew 5 yntax,
Edinburgh 51901, /9; and Blau, 100 15307 »N >V ‘11 1020 F7 N 1202 Melqleh Phblahı ö
| n oRDpDA Y Aa In:! Yıtschak Avıshur and Joshua Blau, Studies in Bıble and the
Ancıent Near ast Presented Samuel Loewenstamm, Jerusalem 1978, 836-90; E
others, Gary Rendsburg, ate Bıblıcal Hebrew and the ate of „P“v JANES 1 'y 1980, 66, and

Wernberg-Maller, The Old Accusatıve Case Endıng in Bıblical Hebrew: Observatıons
p  Dr  n  e  G+ In Ps INN r 1988, 160) As in other Janguages, then, Bıbliıcal Hebrew

iımpersonal passıve constructions retaın the dıirect object of the actıve construction
Brockelmann, Dıie Objektkonstruktion der Passıva 1m Hebräischen, 4 9 1931,j
cf. Andersen, Passıve and Ergatıve in Hebrew, 1-15; and Müller, Diıe Konstruktionen mıt
hinne, 55)
For the pragmatic motivatiıon these constructions, SCa Gıvön, Typology and Functional
Domauins, Studıies In anguage D, 1981, 163-193

deC. Rudolph, Jeremia, 69-/0 C E Giesebrecht, Das uch Jeremia, HKA
1907,

Accordıingly, thıs object 15 called the „accusatıve of specıfication“ (Alfred Wılson, The
Partıcle in Hebrew. IL  9 Hebraıca 6’ 1890, 223 the „aCccusatıve of lımıtatıon“ (BDB 8Ia;
Joüon 126g; and Bruce Waltke and U’Connor, An Introduction Biblical Hebrew
Syntax, Wınona ake |Indıana] 1990, 10.3.1C), and the „accusatıve of restriction“ (Davıdson,
Hebrew yntax, F Rem 3[c] c£. ıbid., /L SG 1Iso the „accusatıve of sphere“ (Der
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ccording the evidence presented thus far, et sıgnals that indıvyıduated
objec 15 altfecte by dynamıc sıtuatıon, that ıt undergoes something happenıng
it.24 But, the remaılnıng relatıng CITrCum«CIsS1ION suggestl, et mMaYy also
S1gna. the 1C| the object 15 alftecte:

“orel zokor >A Xr I0 -yimmol ”eEt-basar “orlotO wanikratö hanne peE$
hahıw “ammeho t-baritiı he par 'Any uncircumcised male who 15 NnOTL

circumcıised the flesh of hıs foreskın that PCISON wiıll be cCuft off from
hıs people; he has broken covenant.’ (Gen
W3 YLSMO i hbanoO ben-Salo$s ESre $onO bahimmolo et basar °orlotöO
‘And shmael, his SONN, Was thırteen old when he WAas circumcısed In
the flesh of hıs foreskın.’ (Gen

It 15 the VE nature of the actıon 1C. dictates the extent 1C| the patient 15
alitiecte'! The body part 15 completely allecte: in the CIrCUMCISION, and ıt 15 marked
AS direct object.?
yeC affectedness need nOtL orıginate actıon, but the objec mMaYy be altfecte:
by condıtıion. Thıs 15 the sıtuatıon ıth the verb *AI ‘be ick? whose object“ 15
marked ONCC wıth ha and twıce wıth et.

wayyeh&le 0SO 15a $9/0$1m woteSa ” lamalküto baraglow Ya
lama 7 hol yö wa gam-bahol yö I0 e  Or'| "Et-yhwh ki-boropoa 1Im °Asa
WasSs sıck in hıs feet the thirty-nint YCarI of hıs reign, and hıs siıckness
became SE But though ıll, he dıd not seek the Lord but, instead,
physiclans.’ (2 Chr

W9ystEr kol-dibre-”0so” wakol-gabürotö wakol- ” $er “oS| oheEe "orim
Xr bonö h“1o0 -hemmö katübım “al-seper dibre hayyomim lamalke
yahüdo I9 et ziqnotö holo "gt-raglow ‘And the rest of all the matfters
of Asa all hıs miıght, all he dıd, and the cıtıes IC he built dAdIiIC they

Akkusatıv als Bestimmung des Bereiches) (Brockelmann, Synt 102; cf. iıdem, V' Z 229C),
and the „accusatıve of relatıon“ (König, Historisch-kritisches Lehrgebäude, 22 288k)

See also * Swb ‘return’ (intransıtive) and ıfs transıtive counterpart * Swb vet) ‘restore’ (cf.
Kaddarı, n} 1275, 25 For its idiomatıc USC, SCC avıd Sperling, Bıblical rhm and
rhm IL  $ JANES 1 9 1989, 156-157).
*ns ‘travel’ Iso sed transıtive and intransıtive. erb (see Kaddarı, 5y ] 7 153, 91) But ıts
intransıtive meanıng 1S secondarYy and probably reflects generalized antıpassıve construction
(see RDB 652) See Iso *nth

In bahimmolo hasar "orloto when he circumcıised himself in the flesh of his foreskın’ (Gen
et 06€s nOoLt apDpCar because the and patıent ATIC identical (see Holzinger,

GenesIs, L 1898, 129, in con]junction wıth above); cf. Gen 17:  9 where ag and
patıent AIl dıfferent.
et Iso (01 nNOTLt appCar in yimmol hasar "orloto ‘the. flesh of hıs foreskın wiıll be circumcised’
(Lev 1233 because the patıent 18 the grammatıcal subject.

(T Harald Schweizer, Was ist eın Akkusatıv? Eın Beitrag ZUT Grammatiktheorie,
8J7, 1975,
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not wriıtten the records of the kıngs of Judah? Yet al the tıme of hıis old
ABC, he Was sıck hıs feet.? Kgs

holo A0IN0 OLO __ ET-NOLYO > Xr yomüt hbö Wwayyer "elöw "o$ MeEeEIEK-
yLSTO 7el wayyebk al-ponöw Mar "ob reksb yLISrO el
Ü DOrOSOW ‘Elısha Wds sıck wıth the ıllness of 1C he WOUuU dıe Kıng
0as of Israel went down hım, weptL OVeT hım, and saıd: ather, father,
charıots of Israel and horsemen.“ (2 Kgs

According Chr 16:12, his thırty-nıint regna yYCal, Asa had ıllness in N1IS
feet.27 But ough the ıllness worsened, Asa dıid NnOTt dıe untıl Ci later (v 13)
In Kgs 15:23, Asa SIMPIY gels sıck and dies (v 24); the texti does NOL escrıibe an y
apse between fallıng and dyıng In other words, the parallel er the
xten of Asa’s iıllness. Chr 16:12 describes the (lingering)® ıllness and ıts
locatıon, 1C 15 marked oblıque object. Kgs 13:23; lıke Kgs 13:14,

lıfe-threatening illness;? ıts SOUTITCEC 15 marked direct object.
Therefore, object markıng these correlates ıth patıent affectedness:
less alitfecfte: patients surface obliıque objects, and INOTITC ifected patients
direct objects.®
Object mar these MaYy also sıgna. the change ack of change
the patient.*! Attention In thıs instance focuses the meanıng of *A, On the ON  '}

hand, *A 15 statıve verb (‘be SICK’), ONC in 1C| there 1S change between
eren phases of ıts duratıon. On the other hand, *AA 15 also dynamic and INaYy
refier the inception of the eıther iınchoatıve (‘become SICK’) punctual
a get SicK ‘ ) Pa *Alh, then, 15 verb of and change.

'] The nature of Asa’s iıllness 1S uncertaın (Noth, Könige, 34 'g cf. Kınnier Wiılson,
Medicıne ın the and and Tımes of the Old Testament, [ed.] Tomoo Ishıda, Studıies in the
Peri0d of avıd and Solomon and Other Essays, Wınona ake [Indıana] 1982, |reference
COUTLESY of efer Machinist]).

Drıver, Ancıent Lore and Modern Knowledge, In Hommages Andre Dupont-
Sommer, Parıs I9
29 In Kgs 13:14, though, Eliısha 0€Ss nOot dıe immedıately.

For other examples, SC (1) heh“dalti ”set-disni ‘have completely ceased in fatness?’
(Jud SC also (cf., George Moore, Criitical and Exegetical Commentary

Judges, IC 1895, 249; and, dıfferently, Jan Joosten, aDın forma mixta”, 102,
1 96-97 For the SynlaxX, Y (Gen 17:11.14.25); and (11) k1-nıt “ab dabar-hammele. -
yOo "ob ‘because the king’s command Was completelyL Joab’ (1 Chr 21:6) (see
Arnold Ehrlıch, Randglossen ZUur hebräischen Bibel, Leipzig 908-1914 Hıldesheim
1968], %e 347) See also, perhaps, nıb ”a$ et ‘be completely odıous to (2 Sam (see
Henry Preserved Smıiıth, Crıtical and Exegetical Commentary the Books of Samuel, Ice,
1899, 350), which evolved into ıdıom of polıtical challenge (see ıbıd., 96; and, INOTIC tully,
Matıtiahu Isevat, Marrıage and Monarchical Legitimacy in Ugarıt and Israel, JSS 3, 1958, DA
243)
31 Hetzron p.C.) See Iso Fiıllmore, The Case for Case Reopened,
37 See. generally, Comrie, Aspect: An Introduction the Study of Verbal Aspect and Related
Problems, Cambrıidge 1976, 48-50 cf. allace Chafe, Meanıng and the Structure of
Language, Chicago/London 197/0, 99-101
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Kgs 1523 suggests that Asa’s ıllness Was not preexisting condıtıon but NCW

development.° The asseverative-limitatiıve marks cConfira between ıts OW!

clause and the preceding clause.“& Further, the temporal clause I9 et ziqnotö
registers the time hen thıs change took place. ogether they suggest that Asa
underwent change at thıs tıme, and that hıs health eclined The body part 1C
succumbed the disease (changed) 15 marked direct object. By WdYy of
contrast, Chr 16°12 where the patıent 15 oblique object 15 sımple
description of Asa’s health aft A certaın pomint In time.°

DA Like transıtive verbs, intransıtive and personal passıve verbs MaYy take direct
object W.  4C hen individuated, 15 marked ıth et et mMaYy signa that
otherwiıse statıve verb 15 dynamıc, whose actıon Carrıes OVeEeT the patıent ($ 2:1) It
mMay also iındıcate that patıent 15 completely alftfecte changed DYy dynamıc
sıtuatıon 0)4 condıtıon $ 22) In these CaSls, et highlıghts the change that patıent
undergoes and ıts resultant efifect.

PERFECTIVITY/IMPERFECTIVITY. Dynamic sıtuations Can be presented In
dıfferent WaYS, ON of 1C fOCuses upDON „internal temporal constituency.“
sıtuatıon May be presented wıthout ınternal constituency, ıts entirety, complete
in tself, „wıth beginning, mıddle, and end ro. into one.“37 In thıs CaSC, the
situation 15 perfective. An imperfective sıtuation, however, 15 viewed from wıthın
and has internal temporal constituency.“® Whereas perfective sıtuatiıon 15
presented complete whole, imperfective sıtuatıon 15 presented wıth
iınternal SiIrucfiure al an y point during 1C the actıon 1S takıng place.”
The presentation of dynamıc sıtuation whether perfective imperfective
MaYy affect object marking.*©

way yit yasseb batök-hahelqö wayyassıl£ho wayyak Dn palistım
as yhwh Ft9SU  Xa O gadölo ‘But he took hıs stand in the mıddle of the

plot and eiende! it. and struck down the Phıiılıstines. The Lord thus
wrought great Victory.’ (2 Sam 23 12)
hAJ GQOFN wayyak bappalistim “ad k1-yog9a yodo wattidbaq yodo -
hahereb as yhwh t9SU  Cn *, gadolo bayyom hahü woaho om yoSubu
”’ah‘röw ak-la pa$$Set ‘But he goL UD He kept strıkıng down the

33 See Iso Bravmann, The Idea of „Possession“ In Linguistic Expression, In iıdem,
Studıies in Semiutic Philology, Studıies in Semiuitic Languages and Linguistics 6) 1977, (on
Kgs

See RBDB 956b ( Jongelıng, La particule (271, OIS 1 'g 1973, 103
35 Davıdson (Hebrew Syntax, I4 Rem the oblıque object In thıs PaSSagc that
of Sam 218 and Am 2:15 wa)qal baraglow anı swıft of foot

Comrie, Aspect,
37 Ibıd., 1 'g 57 24

Ibıd.,
Ibıd.,

40 dee, ın general, Hopper and Thompson, Transitivity, 270-276; and, dıfferently,
Dıxon, Ergativity, anguage 5 9 1979, 94-95
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stiines untiıl hıs AI got tıred and hıs hand stuck hıs sword; the Lord
thus wrought great Victory that day. Then the LTOODS AICcC back
hım, but only strıp (them) (2 Sam 10)

In Sam Z3:12, hammah 15 portrayed havıng eieate the Phılıstines There 15
internal complexıty thıs even and iındicatiıon of ıts duratıon. It 15 viewed

complete whole, whose patıent 15 marked 45 direct objec
In 10, however, the battle lasted untıl FEleazar’s hand During that per10d of
time, he continued hıs assault the Phiılıstines, presumably winnıng
incremental VicCtorYy. The sıtuatıon therefore has both duration and internal
temporal constituency. In thıs CaSC, the patient 15 oblıque object.“! Ihus INn
transıtıve verbs, direct object markıng correlates wıth perfectivıty, and oblıque
markıng wıth imperfectivıty.
31 Sımilar Can be bserved In verbs of motıion. In *ys for example, the
semantıc SOUTITCEC 15 generally marked wıth mMIN, but in (0101 instances ıt 15 marked
ıth et

ka DA Ka ansewayhi F' >  om sidqiyyohuü melek-yahüdo wakol
ammilhomö wayyibrahuü a  9 D_ laylo IMLN-: CD  Sla ErE gan
ammels hasa ar hben hahomotoyim wayyese” deresk ho ca  robö ‘When
edeKı1a kıng of 5a W them, he and all the INCM of WAarTr fled; they
went Out of the cCıty at nıght, Dy WaYy of the kıng garden, hrough the gate
between the double walls. Then he ent Out toward the Arabah.’ (Jer 39:4)
Wa  ese ca  gob mubba er Soba“ wayyelsk horonö ‘Jacob eit Beer-
eba, and he went Haran.’ (Gen

D Phem vVOoSo eEt-ho lo hirhiqu wa yöse p "omar la Xr al-betö qüum
radop ”ah're ho ”noSim wohl$sagtom "omarto >”"Iohem lommö
Sıllamtem F' n tObo “T’hey eft the CIty, they had nOT SONC far. hen
Joseph saıd hıs steward, ATO chase alfter the INCN, overtake them, and
Sa y them, ‘Why dıd YOU evıl for g00d??® (Gen 44:4)

The dıstrıbution of oblique object markıng in the fırst [WO 15 CUTr10US. On
the ON  } hand, WAaYYESS In Jer 30:4 lıes in apposıtion the verb f motı10on,
wayyibrahü. WUYYCc3SO An 15 also accompanıed Dy detaıls about the time f departure
(‘at 1ght’) and the path taken (‘by WdYy of the kıng garden, hrough the gale
between the double walls’) The sıtuatıon 15 therefore imperfective, for Jer 309:4

the departure from wıthın the actıvıty, unfoldıng of ıfs Componen
motı1on, time, and path

41 hi  O ha VUCCUIS elsewhere LOO, and for varıety of ITCAasSONS: Sam 14:31 (incomplete
affectedness), 18: 7 (coreferentialıty of subject and object pOssessor), RA (ırrealıs mode),
and Sam 5:24 (nonfinıte predicate).

For the ıdıomatıc uUus«c of *ys ın kl1i-yoare °EIohim YEIE "gt-kullom ‘for he who fears (God
ll do hıs duty both’ (Qoh 7:18), SCcC Ehrlıich, Randglossen, 7) 8 9 and Robert Gordis,
Koheleth The Man and Hıs World Study of Ecclesiastes, New ork 31968,D
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On the other hand, the sıtuatıon In Gen 28:10 15 presented dıfferently. It 15
presented whole, wıthout anYy distincetions of internal structure, phases,
constituency.“ Ihe sıtuatıon, then, 15 perfective. >  at 1S, the oblique object markıng
wıth *ys CCUTS in both imperfective and perfective descriptions. Thıs oblıque
object N therefore unmarked for perfectivity imperfectivıty.
In CGen 44:4, the semantıc SOUTICEC 15 direct objec! In thıs (  C, the presentatıion of
actıon does NnOotLt fOocus UDOJN the ınternal temporal strucftiure of the departure but

it „d sıngle unanalysable whole.“4 Separate phases of the departure
ıtself ATr e NOL dıstinguished. TIhe sıtuatıon 15 presented in ıts entirety, the ole of
1C 15 qualified by the repalr lo hirhiqu. Thus the sıtuatıon in Gen 44 :4 15
perfective; ‘the city’ 15 marked direct object.
Ihe assoclatıon between perfectiviı and direct object markıng TECUTIS elsewhere
wıth *ys

hase 7# yLSTO el MLIMMLSTO YıIM het qob am I0 ez lhoyatö yahüdo
laqod$ö yLSTO el mam$alötow ‘When Israel ent Out f Egypt, the house
of aCo from foreign-speakıng people, became Hıs SaNCLIUATY,
Israel Hıs dominıon.’ (Ps 114:1-2)

MEr >  A  elöw MOSE k9ase TE z  <t-ho KG ”Epro$ "et-kappay el-yhwh
haqqolöt ysehdolün wahabborod lo yihy&s-“6d lama an teda“ kı layhwh
ho "OrES ‘Moses saıd hım, „As SOON have eit the CIty, shall stretch
Outft an the Lord:; the hunder wıll Ci  C, and the haıl wiıll be
MOIC, In order that yOUu know that the and belongs the LOrg (Ex 9:29)

In Ps 1-2, the departure irom Kgypt 1S the sıtuatıon wıthıin whıiıch the maın
clause takes place The departure firames the ollowıng description, has iınternal
structure, and 1S therefore presented d imperfective sıtuatıion. The semantıc
SOUTITCEC In thıs Case 15 grammatiıcal oblique object.
Ex 9:29, though, ser1es of discrete sıtuations. FEach 15 single, self-
contaıiıned whole, the fırst of 1C 15 departıng the CIty In thıs perfective sıtuation,
the SOUTCE 15 marked dırect object (as alsSo In

In addıtiıon indexing perfectivity, direct objec! markıng maYy also ındex the
completion of dynamıc situation.46 Ps 1D and Kx 9:29 ıllustrate thıs pomnt
well In Ps 1-2, the infınıtıval phrase 15 headed by ba; hoa infinıtıve CONstruct

generally*/ signifıes that the princıpal actıon takes place wıthın ıfs temporal SCODE:®
TIhe ınfınıtıval phrase iın F x 9:29, however, 15 governed Dy Ka k9 infinıtıve
construct mplhıes that the of the phrase 15 bounded delımıted, and that the

43 See Comrie, Aspect,
Ibıd.,

45 See Iso ıbrü maherö "st-hamma —  vım and the water quickly!” (2 Sam
k 1-ta <°hbor bamma on  yım ‘when YOUu the water’ (Is 43:2), whose object markıngs conform
the Samnıc aspectual actors. ( 61
46 See Heıinrich Ewald, Ausführliches Lehrbuch der hebrätischen Sprache des Alten Bundes,
Göttingen 1870, 282a.1
A'/ For exceptions, SCC BDBRB Yla
48 Ibıd.; and Jouüon 1661
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princıpa. actıon outside of ıts parameter.”” Accordingly, kaseI “"Et-ho 1r
relates NOL only perfective sıtuatıon, but also ON 1C| 15 completed before the
next actıon takes place.
The remainıng ASC of *ys et conforms the AI pattern.

“al mı$Som het-”el waohl” v  C  ol addersk Un "orim qatannim
yYo3S muın-ho C D  Ir wa y yitqgallasü-bö MO9aru I6 ca?l‚\ gereah Ie
gereah ‘He went firom there Bethel And he Wdads going up the road,
SOINC boys Cam out of the LOWN and mocked hım, sayıng, „Go a  Yy,
SO ba  y (2 Kgs 2:23)
Wa  ese yOonO mın-ho C A  Ir Wayye$Se miqqesedem [o M Jonah eft the Cıty
and sat down east of the cıty (Jon 4:5a)

}  M-YOoSO - ese oroseah "gt-gabül en  Ir miglotö E Xr yonüs Sommö
“Iümoso” OtoO ZO el haddom mihüs Iigbul A  1r miglotö warosah SO el
haddom “"Et-horoseah P,  en I6 dom ‘Rut ıf the manslayer leaves the border
of the refuge cıty 1C he has fled, and the blood-avenger 1N: hım
outsıde the border of hıs refuge CIty, and the blood-avenger kılls the
manslayer, he has 00d-guiult.’ (Num 35:26-27)

Num 235:26-727 describes trıpartıte dynamıic sıtuatiıon: the manslayer leavıng the
cıty confines, the AaVEN£CI findıng hım outsıde hıs place of refuge, and the dVENSCI
kıllıng the manslayer. ccordıng thıs '9 only after the manslayer has eft the
cıty Can the AaVENSCI fınd and hım The fırst actıon MuUust therefore be completed
before anYy subsequent actıon Can take place.° In thıs fırst, completed sıtuation, the
SOUTCEC of *ys 15 direct object.>!
The obliıque objec! of *ys functions dıfferently. In Kgs 225 the OyS eavıng the
LOWN Wäd> siımultaneous wıth 1SNha’s journey.>“ Further, and INOTITC importantly, the
bOoys dıd noft have leave the cıty before eginnıng theır abuse of Rather,
theır departure provıdes the CONTLiexTt wıthın which the second sıtuatiıon 15 framed
The act of eavıng the cıty 15 in»imperfective, and NOLT completed.

ermann Schult, Der Infinıtiv mıt b- und mıt k- in der bıbelhebräischen Prosa, BAT F
1974, 1585-31 For recent study of ka infinıtive construclk, SCC TNS! Jenn1, Zur Semantık der
hebräischen Vergleichssätze, 21 1989, A()-
5() In addıtion completion of actıon, thıs exhıbıts hıghly topıcal object of *ys SCC

Iso nosabbuü "gt-habba yit ‘they gathered around the house’ (Jud in CcCon(f(iras!

nosabbu "al-habba yit C  they gathered around the house’ (Gen 19:4) For the effect of topıcalıty
object markıng, 5CC, general, Moravcsık, On the (Case Markıng of Obyjects, 281-282; and

Miıthun, The Implications of Ergativıty for Philippine Voice System, 1n (ed.) Paul Opper,
Grammatıiıcal Voice: Its Form and Function, Amsterdam (forthcomiıng), * E (on the
absolutive). See also Khan, Object Markers, 487-489; and Thomas Lambdın, The Junctural
Orıgin of the West Semitic Definite Artiıcle, 1n Near Eastern Studies Albright, 324,
Bıblıcal Hebrew et
51 In instances, the indıyıduated SUUTCEC phrase of *ys 15 unmarked direct object: Dit
14:22 (nonfinıte predicate), and Kgs 20:4 (ktiv) (negated, backgrounded clause).
52 For the Syn{aX, SCC Ronald Wıllıams, Hebrew Syntax: An Outlıne, Toronto/Buffalo 21976,

494 See Iso
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In Jon 4:5a, however, the oblıque objec! perfective and completed
sıtuatıon. ona Was able sıt down east of the cıty only he had eft the cıty
beforehand He Was not INn the PIOCCSS of eparting but had eparted, and the place
he eft 15 marked oblıque objec! The oblique object, then, in both
completed and noncompleted situations; ıt 15 unmarked for thıs aspect.

3A The examples of *ys et suggest that dıirect objec mar 1S sensıtıve the
aspect of sıtuatıion. et mMaYy sıgna. that dynamıc siıtuatıon 15 perfective ($ 3.1) It
mMay also mark actıon completed pr10r subsequent ($ 3.2) In
9 the oblique objec of *ys 15 unmarked for eıther (im)perfectivity
(non)completion.

TELICI  TELICITY. Another aspectual property of dynamıc sıtuations
the absence of endpoint, hen sıtuatıon naturally

termınates. telıc sıtuatıon ınvolves such endpoint, often built into the phrase,
beyond 1C the sıtuatiıon cannot continue e.g., The Cal drowned.). atelic
sıtuation does NOL iınvolve endpoıint, and the sıtuatiıon mMaYy SDan undeliıne:
indefinıte en of tiıme (e.g ats drown, 1C. 15 generI1Cc, recurring event).”*
Telicıty/atelicıty MaYy affect object markıng.

horagt1 ‘I have kılled man (Gen 4:23)
lE°Ewil yah'"rog-ko “as ‘Vexatıon kılls 00 (Job 5:2)

In Gen 4:23, the actıon 1S viewed irom ıts endpoint, cannot continue beyond thıs
point, and 15 presented completed. In thıs CaSC, the patient 15 direct objec But

Job > the sıtuatiıon 15 presented ongoming and wıthout endpoıint. The
patıient 1S marked oblique objec! Thus, ıth transıtıve verbs, dırect objects dIiIC

assocıated ıth telicıty, and oblique objects wıth atelicity.“
Sımilar Can be SCCH In verbs of motion. For example, the semantıc goal

of *rdp 15 usually marked wıth A  >aha  Fe, ough ıt 15 marked ıth et eight times

pen-yirdop ZO el om :za ha  re  A horoseah ki-yeham labobö wohi$$igöO
ki-yirbe haddersk wahikkohü no pe$ waoalo >n  en mi$ pat-mowet k 1 I0 SONe
hü” 10 mittamol $11$Om ‘). est the blood-avenger PUFrSUC the manslayer In
hot9 and overtake hım, for the WaYy 1S long, and strike hım dead For
hım, there 15 ea penalty, because he had been hıs enemy.’ (Dt
19:6)
üboroqg roda >a ha  re  A horsksb ahtre hammah'ne “ad h’ro$et
haggöyim wayyl_p pol kol-mah”ne $15970 la pi-heresb lo ni$ ”ar “ad-
"gEho ‘But ara pursued the charıots and the soldıers A far
Haroshet-go1um. of Sısera)’s soldıers tfell by the sword; not INan WwWas

(Jud 4:16)

53 C0mrie‚ Aspect,
NSee Opper and Thompson, Transitivity, 257 For other actors which maYy ave contributed
the object markıng in Job 5  ' SCC ıbid., Z D
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WaYYeESS A anı  e yLSTO el min-hammis po wayyirda DU “"gt-palistim
wayyakküm "ad-mittahat lobet kor “The 199148 of Israel went out of
ızpah, pursued the Phılıstines, and struck them place eI0O0W Beth-
Car (1 Sam TA11)

In Dt 19:6, the actıon consısts of three pursuing, overtakıng, and striking.
distinction 15 also drawn between the fırst phases, pursuing and overtakıng.
s  at the pursuılt ea UD the overtakıng but does nOot include ıt implıes that the
goal 15 NOTt attaiıned by the pursuılt alone. The sıtuatiıon 15 therefore atelıc, and the
unattaiıned goal 15 marked oblique objec Dt
The sıtuation Jud 4:16 15 eren There, Barak’s chase resulted the ownfall
of those chased It WOU aAaDPDCAl, then, that Barak’s pursuit Was successful, and that
he attaıned hıs goal But thıs ASC LO0O, the object 15 oblique.>® LG the obliıque
objec of *rdp 15 unmarked for telıcıty atelıcıty.
Dırect object markıng wıth SräpD,; however, 15 NnOL unambıguous but consistently
aAaDPCaIS In telıc sıtuatlions. For example, Sam Vl lıke 19:6, the actıon
consısts of three Components: go1ıng out, pursuing, and trikıng, Yet unlıke 19:6,
where the pursuing and strıkıng AT bridged by the act of overtaking, the pursuılt

Sam W AN 15 ollowed immediately Dy the trıkıng. TIhe goal pursued INn Sam T
AaDDCAIS be attaıned (overtaken in the pursuit.>’ And ONCC the goal 15 attaıned,
the actıon end; ıt 15 telıc. *rdp et, then, sıgnals telıc sıtuation,
specıfically ONC whose goal 15 attaiıned-® (see also Lev 1:44; Sam IFD

well 4A5 Lev 26217 and Job 13:25).””
Sımılarly wıth ng$ ‘come near,’ direct object markıng AaDDCAaIS in telıc sıtuations.

Wa  as ca  qob "gl-yishoq obiw wa ymuSSehü METr qgO qöl
ca  qob wohayyodayım yade “eSOW ‘So Jacob amInec NCal Isaac hıs

father, and he felt hım and hought, „The voice 15 Jacob’s, but the an!
AIiC Esau  “>? (Gen

cd /n
WIZO e 0  EmM woahoyü 910 yomutü bagıstom "Et-qode$
haM  _AO5SIMdo$1 Pah‘ron übon0w yobo wasomuü "ötom 716 “al- ““bodotö

"gl-ma$$o IA ‘JO thıs for them, that they MaYy lıve and 9(0)! die when
they reach the MOStLt sacred ıngs let aron and hıs SONS and assıgn
each hıs task and burden (Num 4:19)

Gen JS distinguishes between the aCT of approaching and that of ouching. Whıle
towards Isaac 15 precondition for contact, Contiact 15 NnOT

made untıl Isaac eels hıs son.e0 In Num 4:19, however, the sacred objects AI the

55 See Iso Gen 44 | D 14:9; Jos 2  9 Sam 30:8; Kgs 25  9 Jer 39:5, 52:8; well Gen
3123 Jos 10:19; Sam 2:19, 1LE and 13:16. ( Ps 18
56 See Iso Jud 1  'y 8&:12.
57 See Sperling, Bıblical rhm and rhm IL, 159 101 CX Miıchael arre, Amos 111
Reconsidered, CBO 47, 1985, 422-4273
58 C Hos (piel)
59 See Iso Ps 143:3 Jud maYy also belong thıs LCgOTY, ıf sl 1s emended st (:g
Moore, Judges, Z15)

See Davıdson, Hebrew Syntax, 101, RKRem 1(b)
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endpoint of motion. Though they aATfIc nof be ouched (v. 15), the objects must be
eached (attaıned) in order for the commands and prohibitions of 19-20 make

In thıs CaSC, the attaıned goal 15 marked dırect object.®!
42 When goal has been reached, the dynamıc sıtuatıon has naturally eached ıts
endpoıint. For example, wayyirda pü “"Et-palis$tim Sam F1 the goal has been
attained, and the sıtuatiıon 15 marked telic And, Since the sıtuatiıon has eached
ıts endpoıint, ıt 15 also completed. Telicıty therefore implıes completion.
The 1na example of *rdp et ıllustrates the completed aspect of telıc sıtuation.

MET I9 7anse sukköt tanü-nO kikkarot E  EmM IO om Xr
aragloy ki- “  yepim hem "onok1 rode ah’re zebah wasalmunno ©
malke mid yon ‘He saıd the IMenNn of Succoth, „Give loaves of Trea the
people ollowıing, for they AIc amıshe' For part, chasıng
after and Zalmunna, the kıngs of Mıdıan.“ (Jud 8:5)
wahinne Oroq rode ”Pet-sisaro ” wattese ” yOo “ el 1gro T MET I0
lek R  ar “"gt-ho ” Ser- ?attö mabaqgqge$ wayyobo” ”el£ho
waoahinne SISaro” no De. mel ahayyote baraqgotö ‘Now ara appeare

pursuılt of Sısera, and Jael went Out meel hım She saıd hım, „Go,
and shall ShOw yYOU the Man whom YOU are seekıng.“ He Camec her, and
there Was Sisera en dead, the PC£ in his temple.’ (Jud 4:22)

In Jud 6:3, Gıdeon 15 pictured ongomıng pursult of the Mıdıanıte kings.° Hıs
pursuıt, fact, continues untıl he attacks theır Camp) (v. }} They flee, but Gıiıdeon
chases after them (wayyirdop ”’ah’rehem, 12a) and ınally the men

(v 12b) Thus, Jud 85 describes Gıdeon’s pursuit d atelıc sıtuatıon, whose goal
15 yel unattaıined. TIhe goal 15 marked oblıque objec!
Jud 4:727) WOU aAaDDCAar represent sımılar siıtuation, that of Barak hot pursuit
of Sisera.® But ıt 15 not the CasSc that both partiıcıpants A1C motion; Sısera had
already een kılled Dy Jael the preceding The dynamıc sıtuatıon has

C König, Historisch-kritisches Lehrgebäude, 2/2 214d; and, diıfferently, Shlomo Izre’el,
RO RApPAN n 1a92 N mx , Shnaton 3’y
For other examples SE (1) wayyigga$ SO P  Ül ”st-Samü 7el ‘Saul mel Samuel’ (1 Sam 9:18; SCC

also 30:21) (see Hermann Wıesmann, Bemerkungen ZU Buche Samuels, kTh 33 1
387); (11) ”st-bet yhwh Oole and OmMıc the house of the Lord’ (Jud bet
yhwh and habboyato coreferential); SCcCC Iso *hılk et “Cross’ Dt 1:19, (C.2.
Drıver, Crtical and Exegetical Commentary Deuteronomy, ICC, 31902, 19); (11)

ca  litem  A "st-hohor and ascend (enter?) the hıll-country!’ (Num 13:17) (see Comrie, Aspect,
et rabbat hbane-“ammon "st-yahüdo °to reach Rabbath of the47); and (1V) lobö”

Ammonuites and Judah’ (Ez 21:25) (see Amos Cohen, RRI „DRX17707/707 D0°%2Y5, BethM
28, 1966, 105)

et often OCCUIS telıc situat1ons ell (e.g., Num 3229 Dt 12:10; Jos 3:17, 4:  $ 24:11;
Sam 2:29, 10:17, 24:5), though ıt 15 possıble that *“hr el 15 the unmarked construction

(compare Dit 27:4 and Jos 4  9 Dt 2:18 and [for the sSynlaxX of Dt 2:18, SCC Sam
62 The subject-particıple syn{axX suggests ongoing actıon ell (see Joosten, The Predicatıve
Participle Bıblıcal Hebrew, 2‚ 1989, 128-159).
63 See Burney, The ook of Judges, London 1918 ! New ork 9 9 and RSV. See
Iso Joosten, The Predicatıve Participle, 133 for the syntax.
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therefore COM end ara however, dıd NnOL know that hıs chase had en
The dıd By uUsec of the direct objec marker, the 15 sıgnaling that
the pursuit 15 completed. Though the goal of the actıon 15 NOL attaiıned, ıt 1S marked
AS direct objec thıs completed sıtuation.

42 The uUsSscC of *rdp et suggests that direct object mMar 15 sensıtive the
telicıty of dynamıc sıtuation. et INaYy sıgnal that sıtuation 15 telic, especılally ONC
whose goal 15 attaiıned ($ 4.1) It mMay also mark multi-participant sıtuation
completed ($ 4.2; SCC also 3.2) Thus, Just et 1  1g  S perfectivity wıth *ys
it emphasızes telıcıty wıth *rdp.

et number of functions in 1D11CcCa Hebrew In transıtıve clauses, ıt
marks the indıyiduated dırect objec Thıs entity 15 usually the semantıc patient. It
recelves the actıon esCT1DE: by the verb, 15 eifectie ffected by ıt, undergoes
change, and often ShOows the (lastıng) effect of thıs change.
et also other functions elated thıs cardınal role. Wıth intransıtive and
personal passıve verbs, et signals that the object 15 indeed aitecte: by the verb,
especılally complete extent The patıent, In these dS5C5S, has undergone d

change ($ 2 Wıth verbs of motıon, et mMaYy sıgnal that dynamic sıtuatıon 15
perfective completed ($ 3 It mMaYy also mark dynamıc sıtuation 4S telıc,
particularly OM  (a of attaıned goal And In thıs CadC, LOO, et INaYy sıgnal the
completion of dynamic sıtuatıon ($ 4 1DI1ca Hebrew et, then, 15 sensıtıve nOot
only the iındıyıduation of the object, but also the egree 1C| the objec 15
alfecte: well the aspect of the sıtuation.
These indıngs conform the predictions of the Transıtivity Hypothesis.® Thıs
hypothesıs claıms  B that transıtivity Can be analyzed into number of components,
each of 1C| ınvolves the effectiıveness wıth 1C the actıon 15 transferred the
patıent. For example, when patıent 15 completely alfecte: the actıon 15 obviously
transferred INOTEC effectively than when patient 15 less un-affected Further, the
Transıtivity Hypothesıs predicts that actıons diC INOIC effectively transferred the
patıent than states, and that perfective and telıc sıtuations transfer the actıon IMOIC

effectively the patient than ımperfective and atelıc sıtuations. The uUsec of Biıblical
Hebrew et conforms prediction.
TIhe Transıitivity Hypothesıs also claıms that objec! mar 15 sensıtıve other
ComponentSs, including punctualıty, volitionalıty, and mode.©> punctual actıon, for
example, 1S INOTIC effectively transferred than nonpunctual actıon, Since there 15
interval between inception and completion of actıon.

Io taAqql DU DS at ”"Sokem ‘You chall NO round Off the
sıde-growth of yOUr ea (nonpunctual)

910 ta$hit et Do at zagonsko OF destroy the sıde-growth of
yOUr eard.’ (punctual) (Lev 19:27)°%

For ıts exposıtion, SCC Hopper and Thompson, Transıitivity, 251-299 See already Isaac Libni,
1115231 241772 53 515 272 Leshonenu I: 1932, 21-230, Hebrew.

For addıtional factors, SCC opper and Thompson, Transıtivity,-280-295.
( Ewald, Lehrbuch,
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Volitional sıtuati1ons have eater effect the patient than nonvolıtional ONCS,
because the subject agent) 15 actıng uNy the patient.

wattiskah yawn °0Sg£ko 6,  you have forgotten the Lord, YyOUI maker’
(nonvolıtional) (Is 13)

waohillü Ef- yhıwh ‘and praise the Lord"'’ (volitional) (Is 62:9)°7
Further, actiıon that actually occurred 15 MOTIEC effectively transferred than ONM  e

1C dıd not ye OCCUIL.

ca 5E yhwh haddobor hazze bo "OFrES ‘tOmMOTTOW, themohor
Lord wıll do thıs thıng the an (Ex 9:5) (irrealıs)

WAYYG as yhwh Et:- or AZZE mimmoh‘rot ‘the Lord
dıd thıs thing the next day (Ex 9:6) realıs)

In other words, object mar 1D11Ca. Hebrew generally conforms the

paramelers esCr1DE! Dy the Transitivity Hypothesıs, both ıth respect
affectedness, perfectivity, and telicıty, d well A the other components of

transıtıvıty.

Abstract.

hıs examınes the alternatıon between dırect and oblique objects of verbs of motion and
intransıtive verbs Biıbliıcal Hebrew, focusıng the function of et It chows that et indexes

patıent hıch has undergone change, especılally ON which 15 affected complete exten!

et also correlates wıth perfectivity, telıcıty, and the completion of situation. The
concludes that Biblical Hebrew et 15 sensıiıtıve the affectedness of the object well the

of the siıtuatıion.

ddress of the author:
Prof. Garr, Dept. of Religious €S, University of Calıfornia, Aanla

Barbara, [/.5.  <

67/ See Iso the example of reduced transitivity ın soh'rü a "ErES walo yodo ‘they ro0amnı

the land, they NOW not (where)’ (Jer ın contrast SRr et iın Gen 34:21, 42:34.
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